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Georgia  church  opens  doors  after  shooting 
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CONYERS,  Ga.  (BP)  —  how  such  a  violent  event  could 
While  investigators  worked  occur  in  a  community  known 
behind  crime  scene  tape  at  sub-  for  being  quiet  and  caring, 
urban  Atlanta's  Heritage  High  "It  can  happen  anywhere," 
School  the  day  after  a  well-pub-  said  Joe  Hughes,  pastor  of 
licized  May  20  shooting,  nearly  Heritage  Hills,  reflecting  on  the 
800  students,  parents,  and  com-  tragic  event  that  had  suddenly 
munity  leaders  gathered  at  thrown  this  growing  commum- 
nearby  Heritage  Hills  Church  ty  just  25  miles  east  of  Atlanta 
to  hear  an  update  from  school  into  the  spotlight, 
officials  and  to  find  comfort  in  "And  there  is  no  [answer  to] 
being  together.  'Why?'"  said  Andy  Gans,  direc- 

"We're  iust  trying  to  minister  tor  of  children  and  youth  at 
to  our  kids  and  to  other  kids,"  nearby  Smyrna  Presbyterian 
said  youth  pastor  Sean  Nix  in  Church.  However,  he  said  the 
the  Conyers,  Ga.,  church  park-  students  could  find  "strength 
ing  lot,  surrounded  by  a  variety  in  knowing  that  God  is  always 
oflocal  and  national  media  rep-  going  to  be  with  you.", 
resentatives.  Both  youth  leaders  expressed 

Nix  said  students  began  appreciation  for  how  tne  stu- 
coming  to  the  church  the  previ-  dents  were  supporting  and 
ous  day  after  school  was  dis-  encouraging  each  other.  "I  saw  a 
missed  when  six  students  were  lot  of  love  and  compassion,"  said 
injured  by  gunfire  and  trans-  Nix  after  meeting  with  students, 
ported  to  area  hospitals.  A  fel-  He  added  that  tney  prayed  for 
low  student  was  charged  with  both  those  who  hacl  been  injured 
entering  the  school's  common  and  for  the  fellow  student 
room  as  classes  were  about  to  charged  with  the  shooting, 
begin  and  randomly  shooting  Kenny  McKay,  a  Heritage 
among  the  students.  High  student  and  part  of  tne 

When  news  reached  the  air-  Heritage  Hills  youth  group,  said 
waves  that  some  students  were  such  a  tragedy  probably  result¬ 
gathering  at  the  church,  others  ed  from  "a  hardened  heart."  He 
began  to  make  their  way  to  added,  "It  takes  a  long  time  to 
Heritage  Hills,  said  Nix.  get  that  much  hate." 
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MEETING  THE  PRESS  —  Youth  Pastor  Sean  Nix  talked  with 
reporters  outside  Heritage  Hills  Baptist  Church  in  Conyers  following 
a  meeting  that  drew  approximately  800  people  to  learn  more  about 
the  school  shooting  the  previous  day  and  to  give  encouragement  to 
each  other.  (Photo  by  John  D.  Pierce) 


Nazareth  Christians  attacked 


NAZARETH,  Israel  (BP)  —  Christians  in  the  Nazareth  area 
of  Israel  are  facing  pressure  following  recent  riots  by  Muslims, 
who  attacked  businesses  owned  by  Christians  and  injured  some 
individual  Christians  in  their  cars  along  the  streets.  /'We  need  a 
lot  of  prayer.  We  are  under  a  lot  of  pressure  —  all  Christian 
Arabs,  said  Phillip  Saa'd  of  Haifa,  chairman  of  the  Association 
of  Baptist  Churches  in  Israel,  according  to  a  report  in  European 
Baptist  Press  Service  (EBPS)  April  22.  Saa'd  grew  up  near 
Nazareth  and  knows  well  its  people  and  Christian  situation. 

Tensions  have  been  building  for  more  than  a  year  due  in  part 
to  a  controversial  proposal  to  build  a  large  mosque  near  the 
Church  of  the  Annunciation,  a  Christian  landmark  in  Nazareth. 
The  city  had  planned  to  have  a  small  park  on  the  site,  incorpo¬ 
rating  into  it  the  tomb  of  a  revered  Muslim.  In  spite  of  the 
attacks  on  people  and  property,  police  have  not  intervened  and 
no  government  response  nas  come  to  help  solve  the  situation, 
EBPS  reported.  Many  Christians  think  the  government  is  not 
stepping  in  because  they  do  not  want  to  alienate  the  Muslim 
voters,  Saa'd  said.  There  is  now  a  Muslim  majority  in  Nazareth. 
"It  is  against  government  interest  to  take  a  side,"  he  said. 

Christians  m  the  area  are  also  concerned,  he  said,  because 
Muslim  extremists  continue  to  actively  work  in  the  surround¬ 
ing  towns  and  villages  —  in  many  places  where  Christians, 
Jews,  and  Muslims  nave  coexisted  without  major  problems. 
Now  extremism  from  both  the  Orthodox  Jews  and  Muslims  is 
increasing. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


SBC  appointments  made 


J.  Ralph  Noonkester  announces  his  retirement  after  33  years  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg.  Noonkester,  who  denied 
charges  of  mismanagement  levelled  by  a  minority  of  Baptist-affiliated 
school's  trustees,  will  turn  65  June  10  —  the  effective  date  of  his  retirement. 


Deacons  as  peacekeepers 


Presidents  of  the  six  Southern  Baptist  seminaries  hold  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  to  put  to  rest  "blanket  accusations"  of  "liberal"  teachings  levied  by 
Criswell  College  President  Paige  Patterson  and  Houston  appeals  court 
Judge  Paul  Pressler. 


Kosovo  vols  needed 


Mississippi  Woman's  College  in  Hattiesburg  marks  a  milestone  in  cel¬ 
ebrating  commencement  exercises  June  5-6.  This  is  the  first  graduating 
class  since  the  spring  of  1940.  J.  W.  Parish,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Laurel, 
delivers  the  baccalaureate  address. 
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In  beer  wars,  let's  take  moral  high  ground 


Anheuser-Busch  placed  an  ad  in  the  went  unretumed.  The  company  has 
April  22  issue  of  EXP,  a  free  maga-  announced  that  it  has  no  intention  of  pub- 
zine  geared  toward  the  homosexual  licly  releasing  results  from  the  two  toll- 
community  in  St.  Louis,  where  the  compa-  free  numbers.  The  company  seeks  to  indi- 
ny  is  headquartered.  The  ad  featured  two  cate  its  contempt  for  the  American  public 
men  holding  hands  along  with  the  text,  "Be  to  all  who  have  eyes  to  see. 
yourself  and  make  it  a  Bud  Light.  Proud  After  all,  a  company  responsible  for 
Sponsor  of  the  St.  Louis  PrideFest  '99."  St.,  selling  the  misery  and  destruction  of 
Louis  PrideFest  is  an  annual  celebration  of  alcohol  by  the  millions  of  gallons  cannot 
the  homosexual  lifestyle.  possibly  be  sensitive  to  the  damage 

An  Internet  campaign  was  begun  short-  done  to  the  society  by  which  it  profits  so 
ly  after  the  ad  appeared  by  pro-homosexu-  handsomely. 

al  groups  wishing  to  thank  Anheuser-  Therefore,  it  is  with  tongue  firmly 
Busch  for  their  bold  move.  Anheuser-  planted  in  cheek  that  this  writer  offers 

■  Busch  promptly  announced  a  the  following  suggestions  for  getting  the 
nationwide  toll-free  hotline  for  peo-  attention  of  Anheuser-Busch: 
pie  who  wished  to  commend  the  •  Concerned  Baptists  should  switch 
company's  homosexual  advertis-  to  another  brand  of  beer.  Evervone 


I  F66L  SO  SORRy  foR  THOSE 
POOR  PAGANS  WHO  WORSHIP 
THBIR  HOUSEHOLD  SODSYDONY 
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baptists  marching  into  their  favorite  1  )  1  c- 

stores  and  announcing  that,  from  this  I  I 

day  forward,  only  Coors  and  Miller  Lite 

will  be  found  in  the  family  refrigerator.  . 

•  Likewise,  Baptists  should  exercise  ^  s.y  i 
caution  when  drinking  in  public.  We 

must  always  be  sure  that  the  can  or  bot¬ 
tle  label  is  pointing  outward  on  the  restau-  could  stop  sellin] 
rant  table  while  we  dine,  so  people  who  ucts  or  at  feast  me 
look  up  to  us  can  see  that  we're  not  drink-  a  less-visible  pla< 
ing  an  Anheuser-Busch  product.  won't  be  embarra 

•  We  can  inspect  church  rolls  to  identify  buying  campaign 
the  business  people  and  church  leaders  Think  about  it. ' 
who  stock  beer  and  associated  products  in  cessful  move  for  I 
their  stores.  Then  maybe  we  could  ask  open  homosexuali 
them,  if  thev  don't  mind,  if  they're  not  too  ace  we  really  oppo 
offended,  if  it  pleases  them,  if  they  could  old  menace  we  re* 
see  their  way  clear  to  do  so,  possibly  they  At  least  we  can 
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There  was  an  abundance 
of  traffic  on  the  interstate 
and  I  was  trying  to  pace  myself 
accordingly.  About  a  hundred 
yards  or  so  ahead  of  me  I  saw 
cars  swerving  in  to  the  other 
lane.  I  thought,  "Maybe  they 
are  trying  to  avoid  a  piece  of 
debris  or  something." 

Much  sooner  than  1  antici¬ 
pated,  the  car  in  front  of  me  just 
darted  into  the  right  lane  and 
left  me  exposed  to  what  every¬ 
body  else  had  been  trying  to 
miss:  a  turtle!  Not  just  any  tur¬ 
tle,  mind  you,  buy  an  unusual¬ 
ly  large  turtle!  In  the  wink  of 
an  eye  1  had  to  make  a  decision. 
"Should  I  try  to  merge  into  the 
right  lane  like  everyone  else? 
Or,  should  I  clutch  my  steering 
wheel  and  plow  ahead?" 

With  a  quick  glance  through 
my  peripheral  vision,  I  realized 
I  nad  no  choice.  There  were 
automobiles  to  my  right  and 
behind.  I  prayed  a  quick  prayer 
then  slowed  my  speed  as  I  saw 
the  inevitable.  1  flew  over  the 
turtle  and  saw  him  shrink  into 
his  shell  and  take  refuge  while 
all  of  us  "drivers  with  no 
choice"  kept  him  confined  in 
the  middle  of  the  interstate. 

Being  the  empathic  person  I 
am,  I  wondered  about  that  tur¬ 
tle.  Where  had  he  (she?)  been? 
Where  was  he  headed?  What 
was  so  important  in  the  travel 
plans  that  caused  that  turtle  to 
risk  its  life  in  the  middle  of  the 
highway?  Did  he  not  sense 
impending  danger?  Did  he 
ever  make  it  safely  across  to  the 
other  side?  Could  I,  or  should 
1,  have  done  something  to  try  to 
help  that  tortoise  in  distress? 


Christians  in  other  places.  Some 
governments  like  those  in  India, 
China,  and  Vietnam  severely 
limit  the  expression  of  personal 
faith  that  is  not  state-approved. 
Our  spiritual  kinsmen  who  live 
in  countries  of  a  Muslim  majori¬ 
ty  are  sometimes  forced  to  wor¬ 
ship  incognito.  Last  November 
our  church  held  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice  where  we  focused  on  the 
Persecuted  Church  and  we 
heard  fist-hand  testimony  of 
what  it  is  like  for  a  person  to  live 
in  the  danger  of  speaking  the 
name  of  Christ  in  public. 

Maybe  the  turtle  didn't 
know  how  hazardous  it  was  to 
be  in  the  middle  of  the  inter¬ 
state.  Maybe  he  had  no  choice 
but  to  be  there.  If  he  knew  the 
threat  of  danger  and  chose  that 
route  anyway,  1  admire  his 
courage!  I  am  proud  to  be  an 
American.  I  enjoy  living  here. 
But  current  trends  may  indicate 
that  America  is  becoming  a 
nation  where  the  practice  of 
faith  is  passionately  restricted. 
Like  the  turtle  in  the  interstate, 
Christians  could  find  them¬ 
selves  paralyzed  by  the  flow  of 
cultural  traffic.  I  hope  we  will 
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On  Sunday,  June  6,  Southern  and  even  life  itself  to  promote  a 
Baptist  are  encouraged  to  basic,  fundamental  conviction 
emphasize  a  wonderful  her-  stated  so  succinctly  in  the  First 
itage  of  religious  freedom.  We  Amendment  to  the 
can  be  thankful  our  country's  Constitution,  "Congress  shall 
history  includes  men  and  make  no  law  respecting  an 
women  like  the  Baptist  Roger  establishment  of  religion,  or 
Williams  of  Rhode  Island  and  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
Quaker  William  Penn  of  thereof..." 

Pennsylvania.  Like  the  turtle  in  Rarely  does  a  Christian  in 
the  interstate,  these  trailblazers  America  suffer  the  abuse  and 
were  willing  to  risk  reputations  physical  endangerment  like 
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Texas  Baptist  leaders  propose  new  giving  option 


DALLAS  (ABP)  —  Texas 
Baptists  would  have  another 
choice  for  how  their  missions 
gifts  are  spent  —  one  that  shifts 
more  funds  to  ministries  within 
the  state  and  away  from  nation¬ 
al  agencies  that  are  unpopular 
with  moderates  —  under  a  plan 
proposed  by  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas'  (BGCT) 
administrative  committee. 

The  proposed  fifth  option  for 
giving  through  Texas  Baptists' 
unified  budget  would  enable 
churches  to  channel  about  73% 
of  their  Cooperative  Program 
gifts  to  ministries  of  the  2.7-mil¬ 
lion-member  state  convention. 

The  remainder  would  be 
allocated  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  (SBC) 
International  and  North 
American  mission  boards,  two 
SBC  entities  located  in  Texas  — 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth  and  Annuity  Board  in 
Dallas,  —  and  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  a  global  network  of 
Baptists  based  in  McLean,  Va. 


The  new  option  would 
exclude  funding  for  the 
remaining  traditional  SBC 
recipients  *of  the  Cooperative 
Program  —  five  seminaries,  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  the 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission. 

Still,  the  proposal  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  have  less  impact  on  tnose 
entities  than  some  SBC  leaders 
had  feared,  since  it  is  being 
offered  only  as  an  additional 
giving  option  and  not  the 
''default"  budget  plan. 

The  BGCT  executive  board 
has  met  to  consider  the  plan, 
recommended  initially  by  a 
special  funding  committee. 

The  Texas  convention  is 
among  several  state  groups  in 
recent  years  to  start  offering 
giving  options  in  response  to 
controversy  between  moder¬ 
ates  and  conservatives  in  the 
nation's  largest  non-Catholic 
faith  group. 

For  about  seven  decades, 
Texas  Baptists  had  only  one 


ministry-support  option  for 
funds  distributed  beyond  the 
local  church.  Cooperative 
Program  contributions  sent  to 
the  state  convention  were 
divided,  with  a  larger  share 
staying  in  Texas  to  support 
BGCT  causes  and  the  rest  for¬ 
warded  for  distribution  to  the 
various  efforts  of  the  national 
convention. 

In  1994,  the  BGCT  voted  to 
broaden  the  Cooperative 
Program,  offering  churches 
more  say  in  how  their  mission 
gifts  are  spent. 

One  current  option  allows 
churches  to  earmark  funds 
solely  for  Texas  Baptist  min¬ 
istries.  Another  follows  the  tra¬ 
ditional  pattern  established  in 
1925,  with  Texas  keeping  67% 
of  these  receipts  and  the  SBC 
getting  33%. 

The  third  is  similar  to  the 
67/33  split,  except  that  church¬ 
es  may  exclude  up  to  five 
BGCT  or  SBC  entities.  The 
fourth  enables  churches  to  set 


their  own  percentage  of  how 
funds  are  divided  between  the 
BC.CT  and  SBC  and  also 
include  other  Texas  ministries 
and  up  to  six  other  "world¬ 
wide"  ministries. 

The  1994  action  also  autho¬ 
rized  the  executive  board  to 
continnue  to  present  a  broader 
range  of  options  to  churches. 

Bill  Pinson,  the  state  conven¬ 
tion's  executive  director,  said 
the  new  plan  would  merely 
simplify  a  process  that  is 
already  available  to  Texas 
Baptist  churches.  "This  can  be 
done  with  the  present  form  and 
is  being  done,"  Pinson  said. 

"This  simply  makes  the 
process  simpler/'  he  added. 
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Mississippians  nominated  for  SBC  posts 

Following  is  a  list  of  Mississippi  nominees  and  seated  trustees  for  Southern  Baptist  Convention  agency  and  institution  boards,  as 
well  as  committee  appointments.  Nominees,  who  are  marked  with  an  asterisk,  will  be  presented  for  approval  to  messengers  at  the  SBC 
annual  meeting  June  15-16  in  Atlanta.  (Sources:  Baptist  Press  and  local  reptorts) 


SBC  Executive  Committee 

Clark  Stewart,  pastor,  Harmony  Church,  Crystal  Springs.  Term 
expires  2002. 

Reuel  May,  Jr.,  Jackson  oral  surgeon  and  member  of  First  Church, 
lackson.  Term  expires  2001 . 

*Jim  G.  Butler,  pastor,  Trinity  Church,  Southaven.  Fills  unexpired  term 
of  Jim  Futral,  who  resigned  after  accepting  executive  director  position  at 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Term  expires  2(XX). 

International  Mission  Board 

‘Frank  Gunn,  pastor,  First  Church,  Biloxi.  Nominated  for  second 
term  to  expire  2003. 

Billy  Joe  Beckett,  retired  pastor,  Columbus.  Term  expires  2002. 
Robert  M.  Williamson,  pastor,  Grace  Church,  Brandon.  Term 
expires  2000. 

North  American  Mission  Board 

Richard  Powell,  pastor.  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson.  Term 
expires  2002. 

Joe  Strahan,  interim  pastor,  New  Providence  Church,  Copiah 
County.  Term  expires  2002. 

LifeWay  Christian  Resources 

Gus  Q.  Merritt,  retired  pastor,  Decatur.  Term  expires  2002. 

Linda  Barfield,  Hattiesburg  teacher  and  member  of  Main  Street 
Church,  Hattiesburg.  Term  expires  2001 . 

Bernie  Brooks,  Ellisville  businessman  and  member  of  West 
Ellisville  Church,  Ellisville.  Term  expires  2001. 

Annuity  Board 

‘William  T.  "Dale"  Patterson,  Jackson  investments  and  member 
of  First  Church,  Jackson.  Term  expires  2003. 

Frank  Fiarmon,  pastor.  First  Church,  Newton.  Term  expires  2000. 


Midwestern  Seminary 

Gary  R.  Peek,  Pascagoula  businessman  and  member  of  Four  Mile 
Church,  Pascagoula.  Term  expires  2003. 

New  Orleans  Seminary 

Jerry  Adkins,  Biloxi  surgeon  and  member  of  First  Church,  Biloxi. 
Term  expires  2002. 

William  FI.  Hanberry,  Hattiesburg  businessman  and  member  of 
Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg.  Term  expires  2001 . 

Albert  H.  McMullen,  retired  pastor.  Stonewall.  Term  expires 
2001. 

James  W.  Street,  pastor.  Calvary  Church,  Jackson.  Term  expires 
2001. 

Southwestern  Seminary 

Billy  Brumfield,  pastor,  Immanuel  Church,  Vicksburg.  Term 
expires  2003. 

Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission 

Paul  D.  Walley,  Richton  attorney  and  member  of  First  Church, 
Richton.  Term  expires  2002. 

Committee  on  Committees 

Glenn  Miles,  trucking  company  general  manager  and  member  of 
Harmony  Church,  Crystal  Springs. 

David  Shofner,  pastor,  Calvary  Church,  Petal. 

Committee  on  Nominations 

Randy  H.  Russell,  Jackson  opthamologist  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 

Dean  Stewart,  pastor,  Corinth  Church,  Magee. 
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Southern  Seminary 

Thomas  M.  Atwood,  pastor.  First  Church,  Oxford.  Term  expires 
2003. 

J.D.  Cutrer,  retired  businessman,  Baldwyn,  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Baldwyn. 

Odean  Puckett,  retired  pastor,  Madison.  Term  expires  2000. 


1 999  SBC  Annual  Meeting 

June  15-16  —  Atlanta,  Ga. 
(all  terms  expire  1 999) 


Southeastern  Seminary 

Dwight  L.  Smith,  pastor.  First  Church,  Florence.  Term  expires  2001 . 


Tellers  Committee 

Terry  Cutrer,  pastor,  First  Church,  Baldwyn. 
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Deacons  trained  to  be  church  peacemakers 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor _ 

Editor's  Note:  Recently,  Louis  Smith, 
director  of  the  Church-Minister  Relations 
and  Annuity  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  and 
Matt  Buckles,  director  of  the  MBCB  Church 
Administration /Pastoral  Ministries 
Department,  spoke  with  The  Baptist 
Record's  associate  editor,  Carl  White,  a  tout 
their  new  project  for  confronting  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  conflict  in  the  church. 


Q:  How  did  this  project  get  started? 
Smith:  This  project  got  its  start  because 
of  our  concern  with  conflict  and  pastor  ter¬ 
mination  in  the  local  church.  In  1998,  45 

gastors  were  dismissed  from  Mississippi 
aptists  churches.  Studies  reveal  that  when 
churches  have  difficulty,  usually  the  dea¬ 
cons  are  the  ones  who  handle  it.  Often  they 
do  not  step  in  until  the  conflict  is  at  a  high 
level,  when  people  begin  to  leave.  We  came 
up  with  the  iaea  of  training  deacons  to 


'Vessels' 

broadcasts  scheduled 

"Vessels  -  A  Video  Magazine,  Volume  5,  Number  1"  will  be  shown  on  a  number  of 
ACTS  (Odyssey  channels)  and  other  cable  television  systems  around  the  state  during 
June  6-13,  and  at  other  times.  If  other  churches  in  the  state  have  access  to  a  cable  chan¬ 
nel,  the  Broadcast  Services  Department  will  be  glad  to 
loan  a  3/4-inch,  S-VHS,  or  other  format  for  broadcast. 

Those  who  view  "Vessels"  on  television  are  encour-  ^ 

aged  to  contact  the  Broadcast  Services  Department  of  W  i 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at  P.O.  Box 

530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601 )  968-3800  w 

or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651.  Sponsoring 
churches  and  cable  stations  scheduled  to  broadcast  the 
"Vessels"  tape  include: 

City 

Date 

Time 

Cable  Channel 

First  Church 

Brandon 

June  6 
June  7 
June  9 

10:30  a.m. 

9  a.m. 

3  p.m. 

Rankin  County 
Cablevision 

Channel  35 

First  Church 

Bruce 

lune  9 
June  13 
July  7 

6:30  p.m. 

8  p.m. 

7  p.m. 

Cable  One 

Channel  2 

First  Church,  Calhoun  City  )une  10 

7  p.m. 

Galaxy,  Channel  27 

First  Church 

Cleveland 

lune  7 
June  8 
June  9 

9  a.m. 

9  a.m.,  noon 

9  a.m.,  noon 

Cable  One 

ACTS  Channel  10 

First  Church 

Greenville 

June  9 
June  11 

8  p.m. 

8  p.m. 

TCA  Cable  TV 

Channel  98  or  60 

First  Church 

Grenada 

June  7 
June  1 1 

5  p.m. 

8:30  p.m. 

W13CS  LPTV 

Cable  One,  Ch.  1 3 

First  Church 

Hattiesburg 

June  6 
June  9 
June  11 

6  p.m. 

8:30  p.m. 

11  a.m. 

Comcast  Cable 

Channel  6 

First  Church 

Kosciusko 

June  13 

5 :30  pm 

Northland  Cable 
Channel  2 

ACTS  in  Monticello 
Monticello  Church 

June  6 
June  1 3 

6:30  pm 

6:30  pm 

Galaxy  Cable 

Channel  23 

First  Church 

New  Albany 

June  6 
June  13 

6:00  pm 

6:00  pm 

Galaxy  Cablevision 
Channel  13 

First  Church 

Pascagoula 

June  10 

7:30  pm 

Cable  One 

Channel  13 

First  Church,  Poplarville 

June  9 

5  p.m./Replays 

Galaxy,  Channel  39 

First  Church 

Yazoo  City 

June  14 
June  16 

8:00  pm 

8:00  pm 

Cable  One 

Channel  10 

handle  conflict  early  —  when  it  happens, 
not  after  it  has  become  uncontrollable. 

Since  the  Church  Administration/ 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department  (CAPM) 
works  with  deacons,  I  talked  with  Julius 
Thompson,  who  was  then  the  department 
director,  and  then  with  current  director 
Matt  Buckles,  and  we  came  up  with  this 
project. 


Q:  Describe  the  project. 

Smith:  In  February  1998  we  equipped  85 
people  to  be  trainers,  who  would  be  avail¬ 
able  to  go  into  churches  and  lead  a  confer¬ 
ence  with  deacons  on  how  to  be  peacemak¬ 
ers  in  the  church.  The  people  trained 
included  lay  persons,  directors  of  missions 
(DOM),  and  pastors. 

Buckles:  Since  that  time  we  have  been 
invited  into  20  churches  to  train  their  dea¬ 
con  councils  on  how  to  handle  conflict  and 
be  peacemakers  in  their  church.  Training 
has  also  been  done  on  the  associations 
level. 


Q:  Is  this  conflict  mediation? 

Smith:  No.  There  has  to  be  a 
clear  distinction  at  this  point. 
This  is  not  mediation  for  a  cnurch 
already  in  conflict.  This  program 
is  about  preventing  problems 
er  of  from  escalating.  The  nest  time  to 
iring  learn  about  conflict  prevention  is 
han-  when  you  do  not  have  anv. 

Q:  What’s  the  goal? 

Buckles:  We  nope  to  enable 
—  deacons  to  fulfill  their  biblical 
role  as  leaders  and  peacemakers 
**  in  the  local  church. 

Smith:  Over  the  next  three 
years  we  want  to  go  into  every 
Mississippi  Baptist  church  and 
have  a  conference  with  their 
deacons. 

Q:  What  will  this  cost  a 
church? 

Buckles:  A  church  would  be 
asked  to  pay  the  leaders'  expens¬ 
es  for  coming. 

Q:  Should  the  pastor  be 
involved? 

27  Smith:  Yes.  It  would  be  help¬ 
ful  for  the  pastor  to  attend  the 
conference  with  his  deacons. 

0 

Q:  How  does  a  church  set  up  a 
training  event  on  conflict  man¬ 
agement? 

0  Smith:  The  pastor  or  chairman 

of  deacons  should  call  their  local 
DOM  and  ask  for  the  names  of 
1 3  trainers  in  their  area.  DOMs  have 
been  sent  a  complete  list  of  those 
who  have  completed  this  train¬ 
ing.  It  is  then  the  responsibility  of 
the  church  to  contact  someone  on 
tnat  list  and  set  up  a  training 
time.  Or,  you  can  contact  MBCB. 
There  are  three  of  us  —  Matt 
Buckles,  Keith  Gordon,  CAPM 
consultant,  and  myself  —  avail¬ 
able  for  training. 

ion  Q:  How  long  does  the  training 

take? 

Smith:  The  conference  is 
designed  to  be  from  one-and-a- 
half  to  two  hours  in  length.  It 
could  be  part  of  an  overnight 
39  deacon  retreat,  some  other  dea¬ 
con  outing,  or  a  regular  deacons 
meeting. 

Q:  What  is  the  content? 

Buckles:  We  will  endeavor  to 


MAKING  PLANS  —  Louis  Smith  (left), 
director  of  the  Church-Minister  Relations 
and  Annuity  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  and  Matt 
Buckles,  director  of  the  MBCB  Church 
Administration/Pastoral  Ministries 

Department,  discuss  plans  for  training  dea¬ 
cons  as  peacemakers  in  the  local  church. 
(Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 

train  deacons  to  understand,  recognize,  and 
respond  to  conflict.  Conflict  is  going  to  hap¬ 
pen.  It  is  how  we  deal  with  it  tnat  matters. 

Smith:  We  also  train  them  to  recognize 
the  early  signs  of  conflict. 

Q:  What  arc  the  early  signs? 

Smith: 

•  difficult  business  meetings 

•  angry  people 

•  cliques  in  the  church 

•  excessive  criticism  or  nitpicking 

•  hostile  humor.  - 

•  volunteer  workers 'resigning,  or  diffi¬ 
culty  enlisting  workers. 

Buckles:  tangible  signs  that  conflict  is 
already  active  in  the  church  are  people 
leaving  the  church,  a  staff  member  having 
to  leave,  or  attendance  and  giving  drop¬ 
ping  off. 

Q:  Do  you  help  deacons  know  Itoiv  to 
respond  to  these  early  signs? 

Smith:  We  give  deacons  some  simple 
guidelines  or  strategies  for  dealing  with 
conflict,  such  as: 

•  be  sensitive  to  what  others  are  saying 

•  deal  with  problems  as  they  happen, 
and  not  practice  denial 

•  keep  things  on  the  issue  level  and  not 
on  the  personal  level. 

For  instance,  if  some  one  complains  that 
the  pastor  or  a  staff  member  is  not  doing 
their  job,  the  deacon  will  learn  ways  to 
bring  this  to  the  attention  of  the  pastor  or 
staff  member  with  out  making  them  feel 
thev  are  being  attacked. 

Buckles:  We  help  deacons  realize  that 
conflict  is  inevitable.  Even  in  Scripture  there 
are  stories  of  conflict  between  Christian 
brothers  —  for  example,  between  Paul  and 
Barnabas.  Deacon  ministry  itself  was  birthed 
in  conflict.  A  better  understanding  of  the 
Biblical  stories  of  conflict  helps  deacons  in 
their  role  as  peacemakers  in  the  church. 

Q:  Is  there  anything  else  addressed  in 
the  training? 

Smith:  Yes.  We  will  train  deacons  on 
ways  to  approach  a  pastor  or  staff  member 
who  has  acted  unethically  or  immorally.  It 
is  important  to  know  when  to  seek  outside, 
professional  help  and  where  that  help  can 
be  found. 

For  more  information,  contact  Smith  or 
Buckles  at  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone  (601)  968-3800,  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


The  Baptist  Record- 


June  3,  1999 


1 


Four  churches  set  Baptist  Union  of  Albania  | 


TIRANA,  Albania  (BP)  —  The  Baptist  dictated  by  military  use  of  the  Tirana  air- 
Union'of  Albania  was  organized  with  a  port.  Theo  Angelov,  president  of  the 
membership  of  four  churches  on  May  1  at  Baptist  Union  of  Bulgaria  and  general  see¬ 
the  Palace  of  Culture  in  Tirana,  according  retarv-elect  of  the 
to  a  May  19  report  in  European  Baptist  European  Baptist 
Press  Service  (EdPS)  .  Federation,  re- 

Delegates  from  the  four  churches  met  to  counted  the  com- 
adopt  their  constitution  and  statement  of  bination  God 
faitn  and  to  elect  officers.  used  to  establish 

A  resolution  about  the  Kosovar  refugee  the  new  Baptist 
situation  also  was  adopted.  A  celebratory  work  in  Albania 
worship  sendee  followed  the  delegates'  —  the  vision, 
meeting.  hard  work  and 

The  union's  new  officers  are  Bekim  Beka  sacrifice  of  Al- 
of  Tirana,  general  secretary;  Adnan  Pula  of  banian  believers 
Tirana,  president;  and  executive  committee  and  missionaries 
members  Ardian  Mazreku,  Fation  Prenga  from  abroad  and 
and  Flutura  Joca.  the  prayers  of 

The  union's  charter-member  congrega-  believers  around 
tions  are  Freedom  Church  and  Way  of  the  world. 

Hope  Church,  both  in  Tirana;  the  Church  The  resolution 
in  Bregu  i  Lumit;  and  the  Good  News  of  the  refugee  cri- 
Church  in  Lezhe.  sis  in  Albania  as  a 

Special  guests  at  the  service  included  result  of  the 
Sokol  Mirakaj,  Director  of  the  Albanian  NATO  / Yugo- 
Department  of  Religious  Affairs;  Albert  slavia  conflict 
Dosti,  president  of  VUSH  (the  country's  said  in  part  that 
evangelical  alliance);  John  Keith,  retired  the  union  "considers  the  utterly  tragic 
Canadian  Baptist  missionary  who,  with  his  predicament  of  the  multitudes  of  refugees 
wife,  Virginia,  came  to  Albania  in  1991  at  who  have  found  shelter  or  are  still  search- 
the  request  of  the  European  Baptist  ing,  as  a  consequence  of  the  ongoing  war  in 
Federation  to  survey  Albania  for  the  begin-  Kosovo;  expresses  its  sincere  solidarity  to 
ning  of  a  Baptist  outreach  in  the  country,  the  Kosovar  brethren  forced  out  of  their 
Ole  Jorgensen,  Genera!  Secretary  of  the  homes  and  their  land  and  undergoing  the 
Baptist  Union  of  Denmark  and  President-  most  atrocious  suffering  for  their  lost  rela- 
elect  of  the  European  Baptist  Federation;  tives  and  daily  hardships  as  well  as  to  all 
Yona  Pusey  of  Great  Britain,  President  of  those  persons  in  Yugoslavia  who  suffer  the 
the  European  Baptist  Women's  Union;  consequences  of  this  war." 

David  Martin  of  Great  Britain,  representa-  The  resolution  concludes  with  the  hope 
tive  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society.  that  "a  just  settlement  of  the  Kosovar  con- 

People  attending  came  by  ferry  from  flict  and  an  end  to  the  war  be  found  soon, 
Italy  and  on  airplane  flights  with  schedules  which  will  allow  the  Kosovar  brethren  to 


IMB  seeks  Kosovo  volunteers 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  As  Southern  Baptist  dis¬ 
aster  relief  volunteers  continued  helping  Oklahoma  tor¬ 
nado  victims,  a  new  call  has  been  issued  for  11  teams  of 
volunteers  to  help  with  International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  relief  operations  in  Albania  and  Macedonia  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer. 

The  IMB  also  has  requested  two  on-site  coordinators 
through  the  disaster  relief  networks  to  give  overall  lead¬ 
ership  to  warehouse  operations  being  conducted  by 
field  personnel,  reported  Mickey  Caison,  national  coor¬ 
dinator  for  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  and  an  asso¬ 
ciate  in  adult  volunteer  mobilization  for  the  North 
American  Mission  Board. 

Four  teams  of  10  volunteers  each  will  serve  in  a  ware¬ 
house  in  Tirana,  Albania,  preparing  and  delivering  food 
boxes  for  refugee  families.  Two  of  those  teams  have 
already  been  promised  by  Texas  Baptist  Men  and  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Men,  which  will  be  in  Albania  July  19- 
28  and  Aug.  6-15,  respectively.  The  other  two  teams  are 
needed  for  Aug.  15-24  and  Aug.  24-Sept.  2. 

Additionally  the  IMB  has  requested  seven  teams  of 
eight  people  each  to  serve  in  Skopje,  Macedonia,  to  pre- 
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return  to  their  homes  and  land  and  be 
reunited  with  their  families  in  a  situation  of 
true  peace;  [and  the  union]  prays  that  the 
God  of  Peace,  who  in  Jesus  Christ  has 
shared  the  human  suffering  up  to  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  death,  that  in  his  mercy  he  may 
comfort  and  meet  the  basic  needs  of  all  the 
victims  of  this  war,  whatever  their  ethnic 
origins." 


Y2K:  The  Unseen  Bug 
Threatening  to  Eat  the  World 


BHS  to  hold 
pair  of  events 
on  June  5 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Baptist  Health  Systems  (BHS) 
will  hold  its  first-ever  "Protect, 
Detect,  &  Survive”  cancer 
awareness  day  from  9  a.m.-noon 
on  lune  5  at  Baptist  Medical 
Center,  located  at  1225  N.  State 
Street  in  Jackson.  Visitors  to  the 
event  can  take  advantage  of 
information  and  activities  which 
can  enhance  summer  safety; 
participate  in  an  interactive 
health  risk  assessment;  and  fill  a 
free  Summer  Survival  Kit  with 
sunscreen,  sunglasses,  summer 
recipies,  and  other  items. 
Registration  is  requested. 

The  day  will  also  include  the 
annual  observance  of  Cancer 
Survivors'  Day  from  12:30-2:30 
p.m.  in  the  Colonnades  Medical 
Office  Building  adjacent  to  the 
main  hospital  building.  Cancer 
survivors  and  loved  ones  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  cancer  are  invited  to 
attend.  To  register  for  "Protect, 
Detect,  and  Survive,"  or  for  more 
information  on  either  event,  con¬ 
tact  the  Baptist  Health  Line  toll- 
free  at  (800)  948-6262. 


nme  who  for  "The  End  of  the  World  as  We  thoughtful,  and  planned  prepa- 
rocess  of  Know  It."  Since  I  am  not  a  rations  which  oftentimes  were 
te  area  of  "computer  programmer,  or  the  ultimately  unneeded,  but  at  the 
'indmills,  son  of  a  computer  program-  same  time  were  not  wasted, 
and  stor-  mer,"  I  hesitate  kvaddress  this  2.  Be  Christian  —  not  incon- 
ammuni-  issue,  but  I  must!  *  siderate:  I  listened  to  one  man 

The  fact  is,  that  regardless  of  who  was  describing  his  prepa- 
he  "bug"  what  is  ahead,  there  are  some  ration,  which  included  beine 
;ual  joKe  unchanging  realities  that  we  armed-to-the-hilt  ready  to  kill 
ought  to  remember:  anyone  who  even  thought 

■ar  2000"  1.  Be  reasonable  —  not  irra-  about  coming  towards  his 

er  dilem-  tional:  Can  there  be  disruptions  home  in  order  to  find  help, 
it,  unless  and  problems  related  to  Y2K?  food,  or  refuge  there, 
uters  will  The  answer  has  to  be  a  proba-  It  is  of  great  importance  that 
r  with  us  ble  "yes,"  but  the  same  answer  each  of  us  not  lose  sight  of 
un.  can  lie  given  for  hurricanes  and  being  Christian,  that  we  keep  a 

proposed  tornadoes,  and  ice  storms  and  perspective  on  life,  and  regard- 

imputers  floods.  less  of  the  impact  of  Y2K,  we 

fixed  will  Hysterics  are  not  a  good  are  not  controlled  by  that  little 

urn  they  guide  to  get  us  through  any  of  "bug,"  but  by  our  great  Savior! 

comput-  life's  problems.  "Chicken  In  parabolic  form  in  Matt.  25, 
nit  down  Little"  r?ally  did  believe  the  Jesus  talked  about  his  Kingdom 
sky  was  falling  and  was  able  to  people,  seeing  people  who 
?r  it  is  a  convince  others  that  it  was.  were  hungry  ana  thirsty,  and 

>r  energy  Panic  rarely  solves  prob-  feeding  them  and  giving  them 

food  or  lems.  Is  it  dumb  to  do  some-  drink, 

orld  will  thing  in  preparation  for  Y2K?  Do  not  rewrite  the  parable 

.till.  No,  but  what  would  you  do  for  Y2K  in  un-Christian  terms 

s  become  about  other  disruptions  in  life:  as  if  the  Bible  might  read,  "If 
lose  who  storms,  sickness,  and  such?  you  see  your  neighbor  hungry, 
e  views  of  We've  all  been  there  and  shoot  him;  or  if  he's  thirsty.  Kill 
"  stands  we've  all  responded  to  due,  him." 
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through  fifth-graders  honored 
were  (pictured,  from  left,  back 
row)  Anna  Beasley,  Barbara 
Dotson,  Elizabeth  Shull,  and 
Jackie  Lang;  (third  row)  Molly 
McNeil,  Tiffany  Traylor,  Jessica 
Aldy,  Brooklyn  \Jiller,  and 
Brooke  Deaton;  (second  row) 
Katie  Sprouse  and  Jessica 
Dotson;  (first  row)  Kara  Stafford, 
Caroline  Mosley,  Madelon  Cline, 
Aimee  Walters,  Angela  Shull, 
and  Clair  Mitchell. 

Sixth-graders  were  Amelia 
Shull,  Jennifer  Harris,  Rachel 
Berry,  Kellie  Walters,  and  Jenna 
Johnson. 

Harmony  Church,  Clarke 
County,  recently  held  ground 
breaking  ceremonies  for  a  new 
building  that  will  consist  of 
Sunday  School  rooms,  fellow¬ 
ship  hall,  and  kitchen. 

Members  of  the 
building  committee 
are  Authur  Duke;  Ed 
Minella;  Mike 

Campbell;  Eddie 
Ea  inter,  pastor; 

Donnie  Kemp;  Joey 
Me  I  cod;  Rhonda 
Kenned v; 

C  '.rilfin; 

Sinclair;  and  Tom 
McLeod.  Not  pic- 1 
tured  is  Edd 
Holloman. 


Volunteer  Missions. 
The  group  will  join 
local  volunteers  on 
June  3-6  in  Dover, 
Delaware,  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  race  fans  at 
Dover  Downs 

Raceway.  The  team 
will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  participate 
in  tract  ministry  and 
the  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  Raceway  Chapel 
service,  as  well  as 
using  the  Pleasant 
Hill  puppet  team  to 
entertain  and 
instruct  the  track's 
younger  visitors  and 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  the  campers  who  attend. 

Pictured  (from  left,  back 
row)  are  Melanie  Pryor 
(Bradford  Chapel),  Theresa 
Bailey  (puppet 
team  leader), 
Brandi 
Jenkins,  Drew 
Holland,  Clav 
Jenkins,  pastor 
of  Pleasant 

Hill  Church; 
and  Michael 
Keeton,  (front 
row)  Bridget 
Bailey,  I  a  m  en 
Autry,  and 

Harmony  Church  ground  breaking  *  ^ 


Mission  team  from  Pleasant  Hill  Church 


Calhoun  Association,  will  team 
up  this  summer  with  Bradford 
Cna 


n 


Mark  |ones  of  Clinton,  with  son,  Andrew;  Danny  Davis  of 
Petal;  Newell;  and  E.  Harold  Fisher  Jr.,  executive-director  of 
MBF  visit  during  the  MBF  reception  held  March  2  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Dallas. 


First  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  recently  held  a  recogni¬ 
tion  service  for  its  GAs.  First 


GREAT  NATION  INVESTMENT  CORP 

invites  your  indication  of  interest  tt>: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  10% 

bomb*  may  lv  pl.n»\l  m  a  lelltlinxlptl  IR/Sj 
rHusters  ami  rollovers  accepted ,  in  rm*>t  cast".  I 

Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

I  bis  inruuuit  emertt  is  neither  an  otter  to  m*II 
nor  a  w  an  offer  t«>  buv  Ml  »»ttet  > 

are  made  bv  prt»pt\  tns  onl\ 

GREAT  NATION  INVESTMENT  CORP. 

5408- A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  78HW 
Member  NASO.  SIPl 

fur  rnun*  cnmptofe  information  al*nuf  Ik*  mI  inmiun 
iiiit.tirV  a  |Kt lus  whit  li  ttes<  iilw\  atl  nt  the 
furtu  tiljfs  ol  the  tiruJcrt.ikifit*  KV.mI  »t  t  art  fully 
brtor**  \imi  invest  nr  semi  Htnn«*\  \ll  bolide  are 
atererl  .0  ia<  e  value  -ubirt  t  to  avdilabfUiv 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  (MBF)  recently 
held  a  reception  for  Mississippi  students  and  their 
spouses  on  the  campuses  of  Southwestern  and  New 
Orleans  Seminaries. 

“Forms  were  made  avail¬ 
able  for  students  to  apply  for 
financial  assistance  for  the 
coming  semester,”  said  Jane 
Newell,  associate  director  of 
MBF.  “Both  receptions  were 
so  well  attended  that  we 
plan  to  do  this  each  year.” 

For  more  information, 
call  MBF  at  (601)  292-3210 
in  Jackson,  or  toll  free  (800) 

748-1651. 


Springdale  Church,  Ripley, 
has  called  Randy  Hamilton  as 

pastor  effective  Juno  6.  He 
received  his  education  at  Blue 
Mountain  College.  His  previ¬ 
ous  place  of  service  was  Beulah 
Church,  Myrtle. 

First  Church,  Tunica,  has 
called  Danny  Smith  of  Walls  as 
pastor  effective  May  1 . 

Center  Ridge  Church, 
Yazoo  County,  has  called  Mike 
Sutton  as  pastor  effective  May 
1.  A  native  of  Alabama,  Sutton 
received  his  education  at 
Tennessee  Temple  University 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
previously  served  at  Union 
Church,  Tylertown. 


w  The 

Mississippi 

Baptist  Foundation 


Amanda  Gibbons  of 
Jackson  signs  the  guest  register 
at  the  MBF  reception  on  the 
New  Orleans  Seminary 
campus  held  March  4. 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Crystal  Springs  (lst-5th  grades) 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Crystal  Springs  (6th  grade) 


Briar  Hill  Church,  Florence, 
has  called  Danny  Michael 
Panter  jr.  as  the  summer  youth 
intern  effective  May  16.  A 
native  of  Florence,  Panter 
received  his  education  at 
William  Carey  College  and 
plans  on  attending 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  the 
Fall.  His  previous  place  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  Cedar  Grove  Church, 
Columbia. 


Bob  Rogers  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  First 
Chur  c  h  , 

Poplarville, 
to  accept  the 
call  to  pastor 
First  Church, 

Rincon,  Ga., 
effective  June 
4.  Rogers  has 
been  at  the 

n _ 1 _ ;  t  I  . 


I  W  ’Mil  V  nu 

church  for  Rogers 

seven  years, 

and  has  pastured  churches  in 
Mississippi  for  19  years.  His 
new  address  is  201  I  .  bth  St., 
Rincon,  GA  31326. 


SOBND  SYSTEM  INSTALLATION 

Renovations.. New  Construction.  Sound  Equipmeni 


fefists 
in  Worship  Sound 


*  division  or  Messsw  music  'sconPORAifn 

1 -800-644-1200  601-922-1103 


Just  for  the  Record 


Staff  Changes 


First  Church,  Waveland,  has 
called  Mark  Vandiver  as  pas¬ 
tor.  A  native  of  Lawrenceville, 
Ga.,. Vandiver  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Univer¬ 
sity  of 

Georgia  and 
presently 
pursuing  a 
degree  at 

New  Orleans 
Seminary.  His 
wife  Angie  is 
employed  in 
the  account¬ 
ing  office  at 
the  seminary. 

Arrovvood  Church, 

Meridian,  has  called  Ralph 
Henson  as  pastor,  effective 
Ma\  1b.  lie  is  a  graduate  of 
Clarke  College,  William  Carey 
College,  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  Henson  previously' 
served  a  church  in  Petal.  He 
also  served  churches  in 
Alabama  and  I  ouisiana  and 
was  assistant  professor  of  reli¬ 
gion  at  Northeast  I  ouisiana 
University  for  sev  en  years. 


Vandiver 


' 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


1999 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication 


Jan«  5  Petal.  Miss. 

6:30  p.m.  600  South  Main  Street 

Petal-Harvey  Baptist  Church  601  -583-1743 

Jane  6  Jackson,  Miss. 

1 0:1 5  a.m.  31 02  Monticello  Drive 

(Service)  Hi  I  Icrest  Baptist  Church  601-372-0132 

Jane  6  Southaven,  Miss. 

6:00  p.m.  8352  Farmington  Dr.  W. 

(Service)  Carriage  Hills  Baptist  Church  662-342-1772 

June  7  Hopkinsville,  Ky. 

7:00  p.m.  1400  South  Main  Street 

First  Baptist  Church  502-886-1 21 6 

Jane  8  Nashville.  Tenn. 

11 :00  a.m.  108  7th  Avenue  South 

First  Baptist  Church  61 5-664-601 0 

Jane  9  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

6:30  p.m.  7025  E.  Brainerd  Road 

Concord  Baptist  Church  423-892-9313 

Jane  10  Tapelo,  Miss.  - 

7:00  p.m.  300  North  Church  Street 

First  Baptist  Church  662-842-1327 

Jane  11  Jackson,  Miss. 

7:00  p.m.  1 68  Colonial  Dr. 

Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church  601-372-8651 


Two  great  training 
opportunities  now 
in  two  locations! 


“Gulfshore  North" 
September  10-11 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Tupelo 


Special  Guests: 

David  Grumbach 
David  Prevost 

Blue  Mountain  BSU  Dranta  Team 


For  information 

contact  the  Sunday  School  Department,  MBCB 
601  968  3800  or  1-800  748  1651 


NO  ADMISSION  CHARGE 


Sponsored  by  the  Church  Music  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

A  Ministry  of  the  Cooperative  Program 

“Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus1 


State  Youth 


For  information 
or  to  register,  call  or  write: 
Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association, 
P.  0.  Box  2369,  Gulf}X)rt,  MS  39505 
2288324311 


Sponsored  by: 

Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association 
Jackson  County  Baptist  Association 
Pearl  River  Baptist  Association 
Sunday  School  Department. 
Mississippi  Baptist-Convention  Board 


A  Ministry  of  Your  Cooperat  ive  Program 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


•  The  Pastor  as  Leader 

•  The  Church  Leadership  Team  (Church  Council) 

•  Gather  Resources  to  Aid  in  Planning 
•  Write  or  Review  Church  Mission  Statement 
•  Study  the  Church  and  Community  Needs 

•  Select  a  Few  Priorities 

•  Set  Challenging  Goals 

•  Develop  Action  Plans  to  Accomplish  Your  Priorities 

•  Develop  a  Correlated  Church  Calendar 

•  Build  Your  Church  Budget 

•  Present  Plans,  Calendar,  and  Budget  to 

Church  for  Adoption 

•  Meet  Regularly  to  Review 
•  Celebrate  the  Victories 

•  Additional  Ideas/Suggestions 


To  obtain  a  copy,  contact 

Church  Administration  and  Pastoral  Ministries,  MBCB 
1-800-746-1561  or  601-968-3800 


PLANNING  PROCESS 
for  the 

NEW  CHURCH  YEAR 
1999  -  2000 

New  brochure  available 
featuring 

the  following  areas 


1999 

Family  Week 
at  Gulfshore 


"Developing  the  Family  Foundation" 

July  5-9 

Monday,  July  5,  1 :30  p.m.-Registration 
Friday,  July  9,  10:00  a.m.-Dismiss 


Conferences 

Couples  and  Men/Women 
Scotty  and  Judy  Shows 
Bellevue,  Memphis 

Living  God's  Word 
Frank  Gunn 
Biloxi 

Single  Parenting 

Mini-Centrifuge 

Youth 

TeamKID 
Preschool  &  Children 

Music,  magic,  puppet  and  humor 
Jim  Chester 
Slidell,  La. 


•  Perspectives 

•  Bar-B-Que  Cook-Out 

•  One  Free  Day 
•  Night  Swimming 

•  Ice-cream  / 
Watermelon  Fellowship 


Special  Guests 
The  "Naturals" 
Mississippi  College 


Registration  for  Family  Retreat 

Name  of  Adults  _ _ 

Address 

Phone  _ _ _ 

Children's  names/birthdays  _ _ 

Church  _ _ Association  _ 

Mail  to:  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street 
Pass  Christian,  MS 39571. (Visa  Card  is  accepted.) 

For  more  information  call  228-452-7261. 

Deposit:  $30  per  person  or  $60  per  family.  For  pastors  or  staff  and  their 
wives  -  for  every  three  paid  families,  get  one  adult's  expenses  free. 

Cost  Per  Person  -  Room/Meals/Reservation: 

"A"  Unit 

Adult  (12  years  and  up) . $156.40  each 

Child  (2-11  years  old) . $  77.95  each 

Under  2  years  old  . $  4.00  each 

"C"  Unit 

Adult  (18  years  and  up) . $142.40  each 

Youth  (12  years  -  12th  grade)$  76.90  each 

Child  (2-11  years  old) . $  44.45  each 

Under  2  years  old . $  4.00  each 


WMU/ Habitat  Community  Project 

"Building  West  Park 
with  love ” 


i commonity  ministry 

PROJECT 

•  Sports  Camps  •  Medical  Clinics 

•  Legal  Seminars  •  Park  Revival 

•  Door-to-Door  •  Neighborhood  Bible 

Evangelism  _ jpT’^Clubs 

RAISING  MONEY  FOR  HOUSES 

Mississippi  WMU  is  raising  funds  to  build  two  Habitat  for  Humanity  houses 
in  Jackson.  Bach  of  these  houses  will  cost  $20,000  to  build.  Therefore 
Mississippi  WMU  needs  to  raise  $ 40,000  to  fund  the  building  of  both  homes. 

$10  a  floor  joist  $50  an  interior  door 

$20  a  50  lb.  box  of  nails  $75  S  sheets  of  wallboard 

$25  a  root  truss  $100  3  boxes  of  flooring  material 

$40  5  gallons  of  paint  $250  50  bundles  of  roof  shingles 

For  more  info,  contact 

Tammy  Anderson,  WMU,  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3323 


1999 

Sunday  School/Discipleship 
Training  Directors  Seminars 


For  all  church  and  associational  Sunday  School  and  Discipleship  Training 
directors  and  directors  of  missions.  No  registration  fee. 


August  10 

North  Batesville  Baptist  Church,  Batesville 
Panola  Association,  (662)563-7439 


August  12 

Temple  Baptist  Church 
Hattiesburg,  (60 1)544- 1 794 


Randy  C.  Millwood 

Assistant  Professor  of 
Christian  Education 
New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

Mark  Marshall 

Leader  Development  Specialist 
in  Discipleship 
UfeWay  Christian  Resources 
Nashville 


6:00  p.m.  Supper  -  Call  numbers  listed  for  reservation 
6:45  “Reaching  People  Through  Sunday  School/ 

Discipleship  Training"  -  Randy  Millwood 
7:45  Break 

8:00  Break  out  conferences 

“Transformational  Discipleship” 

Mark  Marshall 

“Sunday  School  for  a  New  Century” 

John  Clendinning  (Sunday  School  General 
Administration  Consultant,  MBCB) 
David  Wills  (Sunday  School  Director,  MBCB) 
9:00  Adjourn 


A  ministry  of  our  Cooperative  Program.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Sunday  School  Department  and  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  39205,  1-800-748-1 65 f  or  968-3800  local. 


HELP  OUR 

RETIRED 

PASTORS 

AND 

FAMILIES 


June  27  is  ’  Adopt-An- 
Annuitant"  Sunday  in 
Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es.  More  than  9,000  of  our 
retired  ministers  or  their 
survivors  who  receive  an 
Annuity  Board  benefit 
receive  less  than  $200 
each  month.  Some  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  real  life  poverty.  You 
can  help.  Let  the  Annuity 
Board  show  you  how. 

Send  for  more  information 
and  for  bulletin  inserts 
available  from  the  Annuity 
Board  at  P.O.  Box  2190, 
Dallas,  TX  75221. 


m 


NIGHT  ‘99 


SY2J 


(SAY  YES  TO  JESUS)  ISAIAH  6:8 


MISSISSIPPI 

FAIRGROUNDS 

COUSEUM 


Christian  Vocal  Artist 


July  23, 1999  •  7  p.m. 
July  24, 1999  •  10  a.m. 


1999 

Profe ' 
Certi 
for  Ministr 
and  Mini 
Skill? 

Camp  Gara' 


ication 
y  Assistants 
stry  Office 


wa,  Clinton 


PROFESSIONAL 
CERTIFICATION 
August  17-19,1999 

NELL  COLLINS,  certified  church 
secretary  instructor  for  LifeWav 
Christian  Resources,  and  admin¬ 
istrative  assistant.  First  Baptist 
Church,  Longview,  Tex. 

MINISTRY  OFFICE 
SKILLSHOPS 
August  17-19,1999 

GLENDA  SUGGS,  certified  church 
secretary  instructor  for  LifeWav 
Christian  Resources,  and  ministry 
assistant,  Mt.  Vernon  Baptist 
Church,  West  Monme,  La. 


Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800 


June  4  -June  17,1999 


P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  -800-787-PRAY 


Prayer  Ministry  Office 


The  church  where  missionaries 
Ron  and  Alana  Greenw  ich  are 
members  in  Brazil  is  reaching  to 
community  through  social  min¬ 
istries.  Three  young  men  who 
have  heen  involved  in  drugs  and 
alcohol  are  coming  to  their  weekly 
Bible  Studies.  Pray  that  they  will 
each  make  acontmitment  to  the 
Lord  and  bean  influence  upon  the 
other  young  nien  in  their  crowd. 


For  the  International  Family 
Event.  FBC.  Slarkville 
(Equipping  Team);  II  Youth 
Conference,  Gulfshore 
Assembly  (Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board) 


ts  from  A  T'U'RITA'N 5  T'R.AYT'R' 

>ear  Lord.  I  Ion cf  for  nothing  hut  Thyself,  nothing  hut  holiness,  nothing  l 
>r  communion  With  Thee,  for  mortification  of  indw  elling  corruption,  esp i 
Thy  likeness:  'Enlarge  my  soul  to  contain  fullness  of  holiness  ' Engage 
Mine  lo\’e.  and  keep  me  e\’er  desiring  Thee,  alw’ays  humble  and  resigned 
more  fitted  for  doing  and  suffering. 


For  IV  Youth  Conferenc  e, 
Gulfshore  Assembly 
(Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board);  Women  on  Mission  to 
SBC,  Atlanta,  Ga.  (WMU). 


Pray  for  a  family  in  Vietnam 
who  has  had  several  members 
accept  Christ  in  the  past  few 
months.  The  mother's  health  is 
failing  fast.  Ask  God  to  demon¬ 
strate  His  presence  and  love 
through  this  dUficull  experience 
so  that  His  name  will  be  glori¬ 
fied  and  ojhers  will  believe. 


Missionaries  Todd  and  Anne 
Beel  and  David  and  Ann  Boyter 
are  serving  bn  a  team  that  is 
targeting  the  southeastern  side 
of  Mexico  City.  Ask  God  to 
provide  Mexican  Baptist  part¬ 
ners  to  help  them  reach  this 
part  of  the  <  ifv  for  Christ. 


For  V  Youth  Conference, 
Gulfshore  Assembly 
(Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board).  Raymundo  Garc  ia  is  a 
Messenger  of  the  Word,  pastor 
ing  First  Southern  Baptist 
Mission,  Scottsdale.  Ariz.  Pray 
for  the  Spanish  Fellowship  of 
Arizona  and  for  Raymundo  as 
he  serves  as  president. 


Your  Invitation  to  Involvement 

1 999  ON-TO-COLLEGE 
EMPHASIS 

Equipping  for  Good  Works 

II  Timothy  3:14-1 7 


Christ 

Centered 


Church 

Related 


Student 

Led 


liege  Day  recognizes  students  as  they  enter  classes  in  the  fall.  It  is  observed  on  a  special  Sunday  of  your  choice  either  in  July  or  early 
all  students  whether  they  remain  in  the  community  or  leave  home  to  attend  college,  and  whether  beginning  college  or  a  returning  stu- 
typically  includes  an  On-To-College  worship  service  with  an  optional  luncheon. 

ON-TO-COLLEGE  Day  and  the  BSU 

Establishing  a  relationship  between  the  student  and  BSU  through  On-To- 
College  Day  encourages  the  student  to  visit  the  BSU  when  school  begins. 
It  also  connects  the  student  to  a  vital  spiritual  fellowship  on  campus. 

•  Invite  the  BSU  to  share  in  On-To-College  Day. 

•  Ask  the  director  or  a  student  representative  to  share  in  the  program. 

•  Invite  a  BSU  ensemble  or  drama  team  to  share  in  worship. 


WORSHIP  SERVICE 

Plan  a  Sunday  morning  worship  service  in  July  or  early  August  to  recog¬ 
nize  all  students  who  are  ‘on  to  college’  for  the  fall  term. 

•  Recognize  each  student,  including  their  name,  address,  phone  number 
and  choice  of  college  in  the  order  of  worship  and  church  newsletter. 

•  Recognize  the  parents  and  families  of  students. 

•  Recognize  all  of  the  college  ministry  and  college  workers. 

•  Recognize  the  Baptist  Student  Union  Director,  if  present. 

•  Recognize  the  college  ministry  personnel  in  your  church  and  community, 
including  teachers  and  volunteers. 


ON-TO-COLLEGE  DAY  LUNCHEON 

•  A  luncheon  after  church  is  a  great  time  for  last  good-byes  and  sharing 
addresses. 

•  Make  it  casual  and  informal. 

•  Recognize  those  leaders  that  made  On-To-College  Day  a  great  success. 

•  Draw  names  for  prayer  partners  for  the  fall  semester. 


PRAYER  COVENANT 

•  Ask  the  church  to  covenant  to  pray  for  each  student. 

•  Ask  the  church  to  write  a  note  of  encouragement  to  each  student. 

•  Enlist  and  recognize  prayer  partners  to  pray  for  the  students  as  they 
begin  school. 


Religious  Liberty  Sunday  (GAG 
Emphasis)  Pray  for  peace 
across  Indonesia  during  the 
final  days  of  (Vilihc  al  cam¬ 
paigns,  in  preparation  for  the 
elections  that  will  lx-  held  on 
June  7.  Ask  God  lu  raise  up  the ; 
kind  of  leaders  who  (  an  lead 
that  nation  according  to  His 
will. 

For  GA  Summer  Gamp,  t  amp 
Garaywa  (WMU,  Baptist 
Building  Staff  Planning  Week. 
Pray  for  the  health  of  Billy 
Graham  and  Ruth  Graham  as 
they  r  ontinue  to  serve  Christ 
faithfully  even  during  pain  and 
suffering. 

For  III  Youth  Conference, 
Gulfshore  Assembly 
(Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board);  Partnership  C  ommittee 
Meeting  at  the  Baptist  Building. 

Because  of  Hurricane  Mitch, 
approximately  163  families 
relocated  to  the  community  of  j 
llanga,  Honduras.  The  Baptist 
association  is  working  with 
these  families,  helping  to  con- 
-  -struct  houses  for  those  who  lost  § 
their  homes.  Pray  for  the  new 
mission  church  that  has  result¬ 
ed  from  this  outreach 

Ask  the  Lord  to  raise1  up  leaders 
for  ear  h  of  the  new  "preat  hing 
points"  in  the  Samburu  Distrir  t 
of  Kenya  In  six  months,  the 
numlxv  of  prear  hing  | h  unis  has 
inc  reased  to  more  than  7S 

Pray  that  missionary  Don 

1  tolifka  will  be  able  to  establish 
livin'  training  i  enters  for  new 
r  Inin  h  leaders 

For  Royal  Ambassador/ 
Challenger  Gamp,  Central  Hills 
Retreat  (Men's  Ministry);  GA 
Summer  Camp,  (  amp  Garaywa 
(WMU):  Brazilian  Baptists  have 
appointed  a  single  career  mis 
sionary  to  reai  h  the  Susu  in 
(  annea  I’r.iy  lor  this  mission¬ 
ary  as  she  prepares  to  travel  to 
( annea  in  early  lime. 

For  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Amv 
Reed  is  involved  in  weekday 
ministries  in  Waterbury,  Conn, 
She  will  finish  her  USA-7  temi 
in  August.  She  askspraver  as 
she  looks  for  a  job  after  the 
term  ends  and  as  she  plans  to 
be  married  November  6. 

Don  Otwell,  who  works  w  ith  deaf 
in  Bryceville.  Fla,  asks  for  prayer 
lor  tlx*  annual  Flcxicki  Baptist 
Conference  of  the  Deaf,  lurve  25- 
27  aixl  a  summer  camp  for  the 
deaf  c  hildren  and  youth ,  July  26- 
i().  Pray  forTuitffju  Jflaptist  Deaf 
(  hurt  h  arid  His  Hands  Deaf 

Mission  in  Miami,  both  ot  which 
are  without  |iastors. 

Just  for  the  Record 


Malmaison  Church,  Carroll 
County,  will  hold  a  dedication 
service  for  the  expansion  and 
renovation  of  the  sanctuary  on 


tured).  Stewart  is  a  survivor  of 
renal  cell  carcinoma,  a  form  of 
cancer  normally  seen  in  chil¬ 
dren.  The  youth  raised  $625 


June  13  at  the  11  a.m.  worship  that  goes  to  research  for  a  cure 
hour.  Open  house  will  be  held  for  cancer. 


from  2-4  p.m. 

GAs,  RAs,  and  Acteens  of 
Youth  of  Corinth  Church,  First  Church,  Itta  Bena,  stuffed 
Magee,  recently  participated  in  eggs  with  money  to  help  reach 
the  American  Cancer  Society  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Relay  for  Life.  As  a  fundraiser.  Offering  Goal  of  $1,500.  They 
the  youth,  "taped"  their  pastor  collected  and  presented  to  the 
Dean  Stewart  to  the  wall  (pic-  church,  on  Easter  Sunday 

morning,  an 

I  I  I  '*  Barlowf'  ^lex 

■  Fulgham;  (second 

I  j  j  row)  leader, 

'■JS.  j  \latidy'  Land! 

I  '  ’ 1  1  nt'1)  Ho^kins' 

'  s  I  I  [  j|j|  K r i - 1 \  Vail 

1  '  I,  ,  i  *  .  ■HfPwi-i  ■EiH&lfliil  l°*in,n  Brasd, 

I  I  Ke\  in  Mueller, 

V  V*-  f  ’  Kendall  Muellei 

- .-^vSSis^  ,  Gyfl  (thud  row) 

'*  >r  ;'iJJ|5u/.1nne  Iv.i-r! 

!  and  George  Ann 

Stewart,  pastor,  Corinth  Church,  Magee  Vail,  leaders. 


Stewart,  pastor,  Corinth  Church,  Magee 


Escorted  Tours  ^ee 

WITH  16  OTHERS 


PARADE  OF  FOLIAGE  COLORS  -  Oct.  19-22  -  4  davs  ♦  $398 

Escorted  by  |im  &  Joy  Yates,  FBC  -  Yazoo  City  ♦  Lookout  Mountain, 
Gatlinburg,  CHRISTUS  GARDENS,  Pigeon  Forge,  shows,  GREAT  SMOKY 
MOUNTAIN  NATIONAL  PARK,  Cherokee  Village.  Call  TODAY. 

PAPA  NOEL  &  FESTIVAL  of  LIGHTS  -  Dec.  3-5  -  3  days  ♦  $278 

With  |im  &  |oy  Yates  ♦  Louisiana  CA)UN  Christmas,  Festival  of  Lights  in 
Natchitoches  on  opening  weekend,  parade,  Turning  on  the  Lights,  fire¬ 
works,  exhibits,  Christmas  at  Kent  House. 

HOLY  LAND  -  EGYPT  &  ATHENS  -  Feb.  1 4-24  ♦  $1899  Deluxe 

With  David  Ray  who  has  led  groups  to  these  areas  for  years  ♦  Mars  Hill, 
Acropolis,  Old  Corinth,  Great  Pyramids,  lerusalem,  Nazareth, 
Capernaum,  Mt.  ot  Beatitudes,  Mt.  of  Olives,  Bethlehem  ♦  SAVE  $100  - 
make  your  reservations  now. 

TREASURES  of  TURKEY  -  FOOTSTEPS  of  PAUL  & 

CHURCHES  of  REVELATION  ♦  March  20-31  ♦  $1699  Deluxe 

With  David  Ray  ♦  Cappadocia,  Alpine  Region,  Tarsus,  Lystra.  Derbe, 
Iconuim,  Colossac,  Cotton  Castles,  Ephesus,  Smyrna,  Pergamum, 

Istanbul,  Golden  Horn  Cruise  ♦  RESERVE  NOW  &  SAVE  $100. 


OBERAMMAGAU  GERMANY  PASSION  PLAY 
Miss  it  and  you'll  have  to  wait  til  2010! 


EUROPE  EAST  &  PASSION  PLAY  May  20  -  June  5  ♦  East  Germany, 
Poland,  Hungary,  Czechslovakia  included  ♦  NEARLY  SOLD  OUT! 
GRAND  EUROPE  &  PASSION  PLAY  June  *29  ♦  Belgium.  Holland, 
Switzerland,  Italy,  French  Riviera,  TGY  Super  Train,  Paris  ♦  First  Class. 
DELIGHTS  in  EUROPE  &  PASSION  PLAY  July  17-11  ♦London,  White 
Cliffs  of  Dover,  Holland,  Austria,  the  Tyrol,  Venice,  the  Alps  ♦  First  Class. 
EUROPEAN  HIGHLIGHTS  &  PASSION  PLAY  Aug.  1 1-25  ♦  First  Class. 
EUROPE'S  WONDERS  &  PASSION  PLAY  Sept.  6-21  16  days  ♦  $3138 

PATHWAYS  THRU  EUROPE  &  PLAY  Sept  1 5  -  Oct.  5  -21  days  ♦  $3375 


FREE  Brochures  &  Reservations 

THE  TRAVEL  CLUB  ♦  362-0045  ♦  Toll  Free  1-800-841-8991 

lackson,  MS  ♦  First-come,  First-served 


GAs,  RAs,  and  Acteens  of  First  Church,  Itta  Bena 


Bowlin  Church,  Sallis,  held  baby  dedication  day  on  May  9. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  John  David  Morris  Sr.  and  wife  Jennifer,  pre¬ 
senting  John  David  Morris  |r.;  Bobby  G.  Oakes,  pastor;  John  David 
White  and  wife  Ashley,  presenting  Phil  Cody  White;  Darleen  E. 
Moore  presenting  Elysia  Day  Moore. 


Salem  Church,  Collins,  will 
celebrate  its  125th  anniversary 
on  June  13  at  10  a.m.  with  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds  at  noon. 
Brett  Golson  is  pastor. 

West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc,  will  hold  a  youth 
rally  on  June  12  at  7  p.m.  in 


the  Family  Life  Center. 
Special  guest  will  be  Chili 
Graham  of  Lafayette,  La.,  and 
special  music  by  "3:16"  of 
Jackson.  Graham  will  also 
lead  a  youth  occult  seminar 
on  June  16  at  6  p.m.  Youth 
minister  is  Stephen  Evans. 
David  Hamilton  is  pastor. 


■■A^ustom 

^JChuich 

Interiors 

Schedule  a  meeting  today,  al 
no  obligation,  to  discuss  your 
renovation  needs. 

1  800  654  1294 


Renovate  Now! 

Let  Custom  Church  Interiors  assist  your 
church  in  updating  its  facilities  for  min¬ 
istry  in  the  new  millcnium.  We  handle  all 
details  by  providing  these  services: 

9  Architectural  Design 
9  Interior  Color-Styling 
9  Construction 
9  Furnishings 


Revival  dates 

Canaan,  Ashland:  June  7-9; 
7  p.m.;  Bob  Holland,  Saltillo, 
evangelist;  Reggie  Bridges, 
pastor. 

South  28th  Avenue  Church, 
Hattiesburg:  June  6- 1 1 ;  Sunday, 
dinner  on  trie  grounds  followed 
by  afternoon  service;  Mon.-Fri., 
7  p.m.;  lim  Hill  and  his  family 
will  serve  as  evangelistic  staff; 
Leonard  Walters,  pastor. 

Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg:  June 
6-10;  Sun,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Jimmy 
Dale  Porter,  McComb,  evange¬ 
list;  Mike  Rives,  Edinburg, 
music;  Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 

Coila  (Carroll):  June  7-11; 
7:30  p.m.;  C.  C.  Burns, 
Enterprise,  evangelist;  Wilton 
Neal,  North  Carrollton,  music. 

Harmony  (Clarke):  June 
13-16;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
5:30  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Campers  on  Mission 
will  help  build  new  addition 
during  the  day  and  lead 
revival  services  each  evening. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP7  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  rool 
&  electric  step. 

Call  Tri-State  Van  &  Bus  Today1 1-800-330-3622 

BUSES'  VANS'  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  tor:  Hospital  Room,  intensive  (  are, 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  _ 


LI  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over,  low  Rates! 

□  Prescription  Drug  Plan 

You  Pay:  $10.00  for  Generic 

$20.00  for  Name  Brand 
Drug  Plan  pays  the  rest  up  to  a  maximum 
benefit  of  $5,000  per  family  per  year. 
Honored  at  Walmart,  Freas,  Super  D 
and  many  more! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-880-2305 

□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
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Baptist  College  News 


Mississippi  College  Office  of  communications.  Outstanding 

Continuing  Education  is  spon-  Faculty  Award;  Bennie  Crockett, 

soring  The  ABC's  of  Summer  professor  of  religion,  Outstand- 

Camp  this  summer,  offering  a  ing  Administrator  of  the  Year 

full  selection  of  summer  kids'  Award;  Merryl  Cooper,  director 

camps.  Selections  offered  are  Art  of  student  activities.  Outstanding 

Adventure  for  grades  four-six.  Staff  Member  of  the  Year;  James 

June  1-4;  Art  Adventure  for  Mitchell  of  Hattiesburg,  Rotary 

grades  one-three,  June  7-11;  Ambassadorial  Scholarship; 

Sculpture  camp,  June  14-18,  for  Amy  Hinton  of  Laurel,  Phi  Delta 

students  entering  grades  one-  Kappa  Outstanding  Student 
three,  and  June  21-25,  for  grades  Teacner  Award;  and  Karen 
four-six;  Basic  Study  Skills,  July  Kennedy,  Wall  Street  Journal 

26-30,  for  students  entering  Award, 

grades  four  through  eight;  and 
Creative  Improvisation  for  Kids, 

June  14-18,  for  students  entering 
grades  two  through  six.  For  reg¬ 
istration  information,  contact 
Krisi  Lee  at  (601)  925-3301. 


Harmony  Church,  Crystal 
Springs:  )une  7-11;  9  a.m.-12 
noon;  children  ages  3-6th 
grade.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  892-1121. 

Glade,  Laurel:  June  7-11; 
8-11  a.m.;  children  age  3- 
grade  6;  Sherry  Landrum  will 
direct  the  VBS;  Mike 
Thompson,  pastor. 

Lakeshore,  Jackson:  June 

6- 11;  6-8:30  p.m.;  kick-off, 
June  5,  10  a.m.-12  p.m. 

Wayside,  Vicksburg:  June 

7- 11;  8:30-11:30  a.m.;  Larry 
W.  Haggard,  pastor. 

First  Church  of 
Runnelstown,  Petal:  June  7- 
1 1 ;  8-1 1  a.m.;  nursery  age-6th 
grade;  Rochelle  Carter,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  school. 


Carey  Dinner  Theatre  will 

celebrate  its  25th  anniversary 
with  the  presentation  of  "Clue, 
The  Mustcal,"  June  10-26,  in  O. 
L,  Quave  Theatre  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  of  William 
William  Carey  College  ath-  Carey  College.  The  second  pro- 
letic  department  will  sponsor  a  duction  of  the  season. 
Fast  Pitch  Softball  Camp  June  "Stardust,"  will  be  presented 
17-19  for  girls  age  nine  and  up.  July  6-17.  The  box  office  will  be 
Fees  are  $100  for  day  camp;  $150  open  from  10  a.m.  until  7  p.m. 
for  dorm  camp;  and  $140  per  daily  except  Sunday,  and  seats 
participant  for  dorm  camp  may  be  reserved  by  calling 
group  of  10  or  more.  The  fee  will  (601)  582-6221 . 
include  meals,  insurance,  and  T- 
shirt.  An  application  may  be 
obtained  by  contacting  Coach 
Carrie  Byrd  at  (601)  §82-6431. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  June 
11.  For  more  information  on 
baseball  camps,  call  (601)  582- 
6110;  basketball  camps,  (601) 

582-6111;  and  softball  camps. 


William  Carey  College  Winters  School  of  Music  students  recent¬ 
ly  received  awards  at  the  state  convention  of  the  National 
Association  of  Teachers  of  Singing  held  at  Hinds  Community  College 
in  Raymond.  Bevin  McRoberts  (left)  of  Plymonth,  Mass.,  and  Karen 
Smith  (right)  of  McComb  won  the  state  vocal  competition.  They  are 
students  of  Josephine  D'Arpa  (center),  associate  professor  of  music. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word.  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED 


MS  Positions  Available 


ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to  work  YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Outdoor  paint- 
full-time  with  "at-risk"  children  in  residen-  ball  games!  Year-round!  10  years 
tial  setting.  Opportunities  throughout  experience.  Book  yours  today! 
Alabama.  Minimum  HS  diploma.  Curry  Creek  Outdoors,  1161  Old 
Benefits  include  BC/BS  PMD,  TDA,  life  Hwy  49,  Seminary,  MS  39479, 
insurance,  sick  leave,  vacation,  living  (601)  722-9000. 
expenses.  Call  I  -800-548-4256  or  write  to  GROUPS  -  CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY 
Box  240009  Montgomery,  AL  36124-000.  DORM  RESORT,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark, 
CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows  for  front  seats  at  The  Great  Passion 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained  Play,  plus  lodging,  recreation,  and 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970.  meals,  all  for  just  $35.00  each!  Free 
WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  information  -  501  -253-841 8. 
Featuring  6  to  1  5  passenger  FOR  SALE:  1993  Metrotrams  Mini-Bus, 
vans,  customized  and  panel  25  passenger  -  Rear  and  front  A/C  - 
vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates.  Ford  460  EFT  Engine,  $25,000  -  Mileage 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  90,000.  Phone  (601 )  763-7571 . 
(601)948-3391.  Since  1965.  MOBILE  HOME  FOR  SALE: 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  sleeps  6.  Exceptionally  good  condition.  1994,  2 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  night  free  or  stay  5  bedrooms.  $11,000.00.  Call  (601)  829- 
nights  and  2  nights  free.  Free  in  house  2263  and  leave  message, 
coffee  and  tea.  Free  dinner  tickets  for  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
stays  on  birthdays  or  anniversaries,  Music/Youth,  First  Baptist  Church, 
$100.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return  P.O.  Box  88,  Harrisburg,  AR  72432. 
trip  and  3  king  quilts.  601-746-4632.  TEACHERS  NEEDED  tor  Mother's 
EXCITING,  DYNAMIC  YOUTH  PAS-  Morning  Out  Program  (Wed.  and  Fri. 
TOR  (student  minister)  looking  for  a  full  8  a.m.-  12:45  p.m.).  Paid  positions, 
time  position.  Call,  email,  or  write  for  Trace  Ridge  Baptist  Church, 
more  information.  Phone  228-769-  Ridgeland,  MS.  Call  601 -853-2572  or 
6281,  email  shawnp@earthlink  com  601-856-2529. 

Shawn  Panni,  809  Seacove,  GARAGE  SALE  ITEMS  NEEDED  for 

Pascagoula,  MS  39581-2126.  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church  Mission 

GREAT  DEAL!  GREAT  PRICE!  2  -  1998  learns  fundraiser,  July  17.  Donations  of 
Supreme  President  32  passenger  all  items  are  being  accepted  until  luly  2. 
coaches.  Cummins  B5.9  with  AT545.  Please  call  IX-nnis  or  Tracy  at  <601 )  925- 
Highback  reclining  seats.  Never  been  6429  for  more  information, 
sold,  approximately  2,500  -  3,500  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used, 
demonstration  miles.  $77,020.00  Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
each.  Call  Harry  @  1-800-367-9463.  MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583. 


PART-TIME  MUSIC  MINISTER 

Sunday  is  only  day  of  service  required. 
Out-of-town  applicants  welcomed. 
Weekend  accommodations  will  be 
provided.  Send  resume  to: 
Providence  Baptist  Church,  c/o  Nina 
Taylor,  301  Fayette  Davis  Avenue, 
Cleveland,  MS  38732. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  POSITION 
open.  Oakvale  Baptist  Church.  Please 
send  resume  to  Betty  Daniels,  230 
Connerly,  Oakvale,  MS  39656. 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH 
Bethesda  Baptist  Church,  13628 
Midway  Road,  Terry,  MS  39170. 
Inquiries  to  Ina  Worthy,  Personnel 
Committee,  15920  Midway  Road, 
Terry,  MS  39170. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

Bethesda  Baptist  Church,  1 3628  Midway 
Road,  Terry,  MS  39170.  Inquiries  to  Ina 
Worthy,  Personnel  Committee,  15920 
Midway  Road,  Terry,  MS  39170. 

Bl- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC  is  needed  at  Gunter  Road 
Baptist  Church.  Send  resumes  to  Dick 
Steadman,  1220  Gunter  Road, 
Florence,  MS  39073.  Call  601-932- 
41  34  or  601-939-2542. 


Briar  Hill,  Florence:  June 
7-11;  8:30-11  a.m.;  3  years 
old-6th  grade;  family  night, 
Friday,  7  p.m.;  Malcolm 
Pinion,  pastor. 

Terry  Road,  Jackson:  June 
7-11;  8:30-11  a.m.;  3-17 

years  old. 

Cloverdale,  Natchez:  June 
21-25;  8:30-11:30  a.m.; 

David  McGuffee,  pastor;  call 
Kathy  Saunders  at  (318)  336- 
7347  for  more  information. 


Honors  Day  was  held  recent¬ 
ly  at  William  Carey  College, 
fteceiv-ing  awards  and  honors 
were  Matthew  Snowden  of 
Meridian  and  Mandy  Trammell 
of  Flor-ence,  Jenkins-Chastain 
Citizen-ship  Award;  Charla  Jeter 
of  Pascagoula,  School  Spirit 
Award;  Brian  Lucas  of  Petal, 
Leadership  Award,  also  Mr. 
William  Carey  College;  Laura 
Ann  Dowdle  of  Brandon,  Ms. 
William  Carey  College;  Tom 
Huebner,  assistant  professor  of 


Escatawpa,  Escatawpa 
June  28-July  2;  9  a.m.-noon. 


OBERAMMERQAU 

Passion  Play 

2000 

E“7ean 

Alpmc  ISffPi 
Odyssey 
June  5-13,  2000 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Extensions  Available 

Dr.  Roger  Greene,  Host 
F.O.  Box  1105.  Clinton,  MS  39060 
(601)  924-5403 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  -  100%  FINANCING 

•ROOFING  SAVE  NOW 

•  ROOM  ADDITION  ^  as  low  as 

•  BATH-DEN  f\$r  n 

•  KITCHEN  1  •• >  5  0 

•  CARPORT  W  « 

DISCOUNT  WAC 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1  -800-624-9627 


205-489-5000 


•  highest  quality 

•  great  prices 
.•  100%  financing  i 

THEATER  SEA 

•  highest  quality  _____ 

•  most  quiet  chair  available  j  I 

•great  prices  UbL|INr 

•  100%  financing  available  I  lwv* 

REFINISHING/RE-UPHOLSTERY 

•  America  s  most  experienced  pew  finisher 

•  all  fabrics  are  teflon  treated 
CARPET 

•  our  service  includes  removing,  storing 
and  reinstalling  the  existing  pews 

RENOVATION 

•  more  than  350  completed  SBC  church  projects 

•  complete  "design/construcf  service 

1-800-537-4723 

PO  Box  751,  Cameron,  TX  76520 


available 

VTS 


Zip  codes  Age  65:  $68.49  per  month 
386  through  397  Age  70:  $81.21  per  month 
Plan  F  Age  75:  $94.44  per  month 

-  Call  Derek  or  Nancy  - 


e-mail  sates@llsams  com 
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Mississippians  receive  IMB  appointments 


r  i  c  h  - 

MOND,  Va. 

(Special)  —  A 
number  of 
Mississippians 
are  set  to  join 
more  than  4,500  | 

Southern 
B  a  p  t  i  s  1 1 
International 
Mission  Board ! 

(IMB)  workers 
sharing  Christ 
in  126  countries 
among  336 'eth¬ 
nic  people 
groups  around  the  world. 

G.  Thomas  (Tommy)  Crocker  Jr.  and 
Ginger  L.  Higginbotham  Crocker  will  live 
in  Bolivia  where  recent  increase  in  disciple- 
ship  training  holds  promise  for  continued 
church  growth.  He  will  start  and  develop 
churches  through  sports  ministries  and  she 
will  be  involved  in  a  variety  of  outreach 
ministries. 

Bom  in  Hattisburg,  Tommy  Crocker  is 
the  son  of  George  and  Frances  Crocker  of 
Birmingham.  Born  in  Sylacauga,  Ala., 
Ginger  Crocker  is  the  daughter  of  the 
Wesley  and  Dot  Higginbotham  of  that  city. 


The  Crockers 


While  growing 
up  she  also 
lived  in 

DeKalb. 

Michael  C. 

Holyfield  and 
Patricia  (Patsy) 

Puckett 
Holyfield  will 
live  in  Russia. 

He  will  start 
and  develop 
churches  and 
she  will  be 
involved  in  a 
variety  of  out¬ 
reach  ministries.  Currently  he  is  interim 
pastor  at  Central  Church,  Bentonia.  They 
are  members  of  Park  Place  Church, 
Brandon. 

Born  in  Jackson,  Michael  Holyfield  is  the 
son  of  Clyde  and  Mary  Holyfield  of  Magee. 
While  growing  up  he  lived  in  Magee  and 
considers  it  his  hometown.  He  considers 
Park  Place  Church  his  home  church. 

Bom  in  Jackson,  Patsy  Holyfield  is  the 
daughter  of  Jimmie  and  Earline  Puckett  of 
White  Oak.  She  grew  up  in  White  Oak  and 
considers  Raleigh  her  hometown  and  Park 
Place  Church  her  home  church.  Sardis 


The  Holyfields 


Church  in 

White  Oak  also 
was  influential 
in  her  Christian 
growth. 

Robert  A. 

(Bob)  Little  and 
Amy  R.  Mor¬ 
rison  Little  will 
serve  in  Guinea, 

West  Africa.  He 
will  start  and 
develop 
churches  and 
she  will  be 
involved  in  a 
variety  of  outreach  ministries. 

Since  1991  they  have  been  North 
American  Mission  Board  church  planters  in 
Iowa,  where  he  is  pastor  of  newly  constitut¬ 
ed  Bethany  Baptist  Church  in  Keokuk. 

Bom  in  Berea,  Ohio,  Bob  Little  is  the  son 
of  Charles  and  Jean  Little  of  Starkville. 
While  growing  up  he  also  lived  in 
Appleton  and  Burt,  N.Y.;  Macon,  Ga.; 
Covington,  Va.;  and  Starkville.  He  consid¬ 
ers  Starkville  his  hometown. 

With  nearly  16  million  members,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  the  largest 
evangelical  denomination  in  the  U.S. 


The  Littles 


Get  Ready  for 

Worship  in 

the  21st 
Century... 


The  Church  at  Brook  Hills  invites  you  to  join  us 
July  15-17,  1999,  for  HORIZONS,  an  exciting 
worship  conference. 


If  you  can  only  attend  one  conference  in  1999, 
make  it  HORIZONS.  It  will  impact  your  worship 
leadership  for  today  and  the  21st  Century! 


Brbokjmis 


3145  Brook  Highland  Parkway 
Birmingham,  AL  35242 
www.brookhills.org 


Rick  Ousley,  Pastor 


Ron  Mnmlvwer.  Ph  D 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Chureh.  fackson 


Mi/  sou  is  going  through  a  and  steadfastness.  Patience  is 
divorce  and  wants  custody  of  his  the  key.  Losing  his  temper  out 
son.  He's  a  Christian  and  doesn  't  of  frustration  could  do  more  to 
plan  to  fight  dirty,  so  wliat  are  damage  his  cause  than  to  win  it. 
his  options? 

I  aw  so  lonely  I  wish  I  had 
Pray  for  and  then  seek  out  a  never  been  born.  I  often  hate 
good  Christian  lawyer  who  God.  Win/  doesn't  he  care  about 
understands  custody  cases  —  single  people ? 
not  just  a  family  friend  but 

someone  who  has  experience  in  Our  society  highlights  cou- 
this  legal  area.  Custody  is  pling  and  when  it  doesn't  hap- 
gained  by  proving  that  the  pen  for  us  as  we  anticipate,  lon- 
other  parent  is  not  "fit"  to  take  liness  sets  in.  How  do  you  know 
care  of  the  child.  Fathers  who  God  does  not  have  the  right  per- 
win  custody  usually  are  shown  son  out  them  for  you?  Like  a 
to  be  good  providers,  not  only  cookie  (I  like  cookies),  a  poten- 
financtally  but  emotionally,  tial  relationship  has  to  "stav  in 
Your  son  does  not  have  to  fight  the  oven"  until  it  is  ready;  take  it 
dirty,  but  he  will  have  to  have  out  too  soon  or  too  late,  and  it 
family  and/or  friends  who  will  just  isn't  good.  Could  it  be  that 
testify  to  what  they  have  seen  God  is  preparing  the  right  per- 
wheri  it  comes  to  taking  care  of  son,  waiting  until  both  of  you 
the  child.  In  most  cases  the  are  ready?  You  must  stay  in  his 
younger  the  child,  the  more  "oven"  until  he  says  it  is  time, 
likely  the  court  will  go  with  the  and  then  he  will  bring  each  of 
mother.  Encourage  your  son  to  you  together.  Stay  in  prayer  and 
be  an  example  of  righteousness  be  open  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Sen  it  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Homecomings 

Canaan,  Ashland:  June  6; 
potluck  lunch  and  singing  in 
the  afternoon;  Reggie 
Bridges,  pastor. 

Bethesda,  Terry:  June  6, 11 
a.m.;  dinner  on  the  grounds 
following  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice;  Barry  Boquet,  message; 
Marty  Wilson,  pastor. 

Smyrna,  Hazlehurst:  June 
4,  prayer  service  at  6  p.m.; 
June  5,  service  at  6  p.m.  with 
Tim  Chennault;  June  6, 
Sunday  School  at  10  a.m., 
worship  at  11  a.m.;  followed 
bv  covered  dish  lunch;  The 
Chalks  will  present  an  after¬ 
noon  music  concert  at  1  p.m. 

Interstate,  Shaw:  June  6; 
sendees,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on 
the  grounds  at  noon;  1:30 
.m.,  Ian  Richardson,  music; 
rankie  McClelland,  Butler, 
Ala.,  guest  speaker;  Robert 
Haney,  pastor. 

Indian  Springs,  Petal: 

June  6;  George  Berger,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions,  Lebanon 
Association,  will  bring  11  a.m. 
message,  followed  by  lunch; 
afternoon  service  with  the 
Bibletones  following  lunch; 
Floyd  Seymour,  pastor. 

Coila  (Carroll):  June  6; 
sendees  beginning  at  11  a.m.; 

C.  C.  Burns,  Enterprise, 
speaker;  lunch  in  fellowship 
hall;  afternoon  concert  fea¬ 
turing  Promised. 

Calvary,  Pricedale:  June  6; 
worship  sendee,  11  a.m.;  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds  following 
worship;  Wayne  McCul¬ 
lough,  Jackson,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  song  and  praise  service 
following  lunch  featuring 

D. C.  Greer,  Russ  Greer, 
Micky  Sandifer,  and  Randy 
and  Janice  Carruth, 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 

♦  Cushions  *  Baptistries 

*  Steeples  Ik  Renovation 
*  Pew  s  and  Pulpit 

Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 

Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 
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Life  and  Work 

Renew  your  worship 

Malachi  1:1-14 


are  prosperous,  they're 
enjoying  the  "good  life," 
and  they're  pretty  indiffer¬ 
ent  to  the  things  of  God. 
It's  sort  of  like  the  church 
with  no  debt,  money  in  the 
bank,  consistent  numbers 
and  financial  giving,  and 


through  the  motions, 
getting  a  spiritual 
5/fix"  until  next 
week?  Martin 

Ironically,  this  sce¬ 
nario  is  played  out  in  the  book  of 
Malachi.  We  don't  know  much  Accept  God's  Love  (1:1-5).  pie  had  dishonored  their 
about  Malachi;  his  name  means  "I  have  loved  you,"  the  Lord  Heavenly  Father.  Malachi  goes 
"my  messenger."  The  book  itself  tells  the  people  in  verse  2,  and  on  to  speak  of  the  relationship 
paints  a  somber  picture  of  what  what  a  sweet  affirmation!  It's  of  master  and  slave.  If  a  slave 
is  happening  in  Judah.  These  not  that  we  loved  him,  but  that  respects  his  master,  should  not 
people  should  have  considered  he  loved  us  first.  Then  the  peo-  they  respect  their  Master? 
themselves  blessed.  They've  pie  respond  with  a  bizarre  "How  have  we  shown  con- 
rebuilt  the  historic  temple  under  question:  "How  have  you  tempt  for  your  name?"  the  peo- 
the  leadership  of  Zerubbabel.  loved  us?"  As  if  all  of  their  nis-  pie  ask.  God  points  to  the  moldy 
Temple  worship  has  been  tory  and  current  wealth  didn't  oread  on  the  altar  and  the  sick 
restored  under  Ezra.  Nehemiah  answer  that  question!  and  injured  animals  offered  as 

comes  soon  after  to  rebuild  the  God's  response  was  to  show  sacrifice.  They  were,  in  effect, 
walls  and  bring  about  many  reli-  that  he  chose  Jacob  over  his  giving  God  the  worst  they  had  - 

i'ious  reforms.  Twelve  years  brother  Esau.  God  demonstrated  something  they'd  never  do  to  an 
ater,  he  returns  to  serve  the  his  love  by  taking  the  initiative  earthly  ruler.  Today,  does  God 
Persian  king.  Now,  the  people  to  establish  that  love  relation-  get  our  leftovers  or  the  best  we 


By  Tony  Martin 


church.  The  Corinthians  Lord,  which  made  heaven  and  the  Divine  Comforter  as  an  alter- 

were  spiritually  imma-  earth"  (Ps.  121:1-2).  native  to  feeble  attempts  to 

ture,  so  Paul  communi-  The  Apostle  reminds  us  that  stand  on  our  own.  It  is  incum- 

cated  basics  (I  Cor.  3:1-2)  as  Christians  we  identify  with  bent  upon  us  to  reach  out  in  the 

in  order  to  address  the  our  Lord,  and  in  our  obedient  strength  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 

serious  rumors  and  settle  service  the  "sufferings  of  Christ  comfort  others  in  their  moment 

the  differences  of  opinion  are  ours  in  abundance"  (1:5).  If  of  suffering.  The  testimony  of  a 

that  were  paralyzing  the  we  are  not  meeting  abundant  Christian  who  has  experienced 

church  (I  Cor.  1:11).  resistance  from  the  world  as  we  the  comfort  of  God  in  the  cru- 

The  story  is  told  of  a  little  harbors.  Consequently  Dukes  Content:  One  need  live  for  Jesus,  both  personally  cible  of  pain  means  more  than  a 

girl  who  was  late  coming  home  it  was  a  prosperous  city  only  read  the  introduc-  and  as  a  church,  this  peaceful  co-  thousand  pious  platitudes, 

from  school.  When  her  mother  and  became  the  capital  of  the  tion  to  II  Cor.  (1:1-11)  to  mea-  existence  becomes  a  commen-  Our  Savior  is  a  suffering 

asked  why  she  said,  "My  friend  Roman  province  of  Achaia.  sure  the  love  and  goodwill  that  tary  to  our  ineffectiveness.  Note  Savior,  acquainted  with  grief, 

was  crying  because  she  had  The  establishment  of  the  Paul  felt  toward  these  Christian  what  Paul  said  in  1:7  about  the  He  made  his  way  to 

broken  her  doll."  "And  you  church  in  Corinth  during  Paul's  men  and  women.  reciprocal  relationship  between  Gethsemane  for  us  in  great  sor- 

stopped  to  help  her  fix  it?"  second  missionary  journey  is  The  words  "comfort"  and  suffering  and  God's  grace.  row  (Matthew  26:3/).  Henri 

Mom  asked.  "No,  1  stopped  to  related  in  Acts  18.  His  evange-  "consolation"  have  the  same  Paul  expresses  hope  in  inter-  Nouwen  expounds  on  the  sub¬ 
help  her  cry,"  the  child  replied.  listic  work  began  in  the  syna-  Greek  root  meaning  "to  come  cessory  prayer  (1:10-11).  Many  ject  in  his  book,  "The  Wounded 

Under  tne  inspiration  of  the  gogue,  but  due  to  opposition  along  side  and  help."  It  is  the  times  through  his  ministry  he  Healer."  The  Gospel's  call  is  to 

Holy  Spirit,  Paul  wrote  to  the  from  the  Jewish  community  he  same  word  used  by  our  Lord  in  requested  prayer  for  himself  and  participate  in  the  humiliation 

Roman  Christians,  "Rejoice  turned  his  efforts  to  the  Gentile  reference  to  the  Holy  Spirit  the  work  (Rom.  15:30-32;  Eph.  and  suffering  of  Christ.  Such 

with  those  who  rejoice  and  population.  (John  14-16).  These  words  are  6:18-19;  Phil.  1:19;  Col.  4:3;  I  Thes.  identification  is  prerequisite  to 

weep  with  those  wno  weep"  Paul's  two  letters  to  the  used  ten  times  in  II  Cor.  1:1-11.  5:25;  II  Thes.  3:1;  Phil.  22).  Paul  participation  in  the  exaltation 

(12:15).  This  week's  lesson  is  an  Corinthians  stand  apart  from  Paul  had  learned  that  in  diffi-  believed  in  the  power  of  prayer.  of  Christ  (I  Cor.  1:7;  II  Tim.  2:11- 

expansion  of  that  same  thought  his  other  epistles.  While  most  of  cult  times  he  could  look  to  the  Application:  This  lesson  is  all  12).  Our  mission  is  to  walk  the 

directed  toward  the  Corinthian  the  apostle's  other  writings  tar-  Lord.  Perhaps  he  was  remind-  about  relationships:  our  relation-  via  dolorosa  in  imitation  of 

church,  and  to  us.  getea  doctrinal  matters,  I  and  II  ed  of  the  Psalmist's  words:  "I  ship  with  God  and  how  it  serves  Christ,  and  take  the  gift  of 

Background:  The  city  of  Corinthians  were  written  in  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  as  a  pattern  for  our  relationships  God's  comfort  to  others. 

Corinth  was  set  on  the  main  land  response  to  serious  spiritual  hills,  from  whence  cometh  my  with  others.  Paul  stresses  tne  Dukes  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
route  between  East  and  West,  problems  reported  in  that  help.  My  help  cometh  from  the  importance  of  finding  comfort  in  Crystal  Springs. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Comfort  received /given 


2  Cor.  1:1-22 


By  Ted  Dukes 


Also,  several  sea  routes 
converged  upon  its  two 


ation.  Genesis  1:1  states  beginning,  God  was.  He  lives  intrigue  with  extraterrestrial  life 

that,  "In  the  beginning  outside  of  time.  Time  is  a  part  of  had  more  to  do  with  fantasy  and 

God  created...  The  God's  creation,  which  he  started  imagination  than  it  did  with  the- 

important  theological  "in  the  beginning."  Contrary  to  ology  or  science.  The  possibility 

truth  is  that  God  is  the  the  theology  espoused  by  the  of  other  intelligent  beings  does 

author  of  creation.  In  popular  children's  film,  "The  not  come  without  great  tneologi- 

Genesis  1,  the  question  Lion  King,"  and  the  eastern  phi-  cal  implications.  Moreover, 

"how"  is  secondary  to  losophy  which  pervades  Genesis  1:1  seems  to  suggest  that 

the  question  "wno."  Hollywood,  we  are  not  on  a  great  earth  is  a  unique  ana  special 

As  long  as  history  has  been  spoke  it  into  existence.  Arinder  Genesis  1:1  is  about  circle  of  life.  We  are  not  reincar-  place, 
recorded  mankind  has  sought  A  proper  interpreta-  God;  he  is  the  subject,  nated,  nor  is  the  universe  caught  Man  is  a  special  creature, 

to  understand  the  creation.  The  tion  of  Genesis  1  depends  on  The  universe  owes  its  existence  up  in  a  never-beginning  or  end-  Evolution,  or  the  reality  of 

Poet-King,  after  countless  star  asking  the  proper  questions  of  to  God  and  to  this  day  its  mar-  ing  circle.  God  usnered  time  into  change  in  creation,  is  a  fact,  not 

lit  nights  tending  his  flock,  the  text.  Improper  and  compli-  velous  design  reflects  a  divine  existence  and  he  will  usher  it  out.  a  theory.  The  Theory  of 

penned  these  words:  "When  I  eating  issues  arise  when  ques-  touch.  The  theological  truth  of  Earth  is  a  special  place.  "In  Evolution,  however,  is  theory, 

consider  your  heavens,  the  tions  are  based  on  faulty  Genesis  1  is  that  in  the  begin-  the  beginning  God  created  the  not  fact.  Genesis  1:26-27  make  it 

work  of  your  fingers,  the  moon  assumptions  about  the  type  of  nine  God!  "  (Cf.  Ps.  19:1)  heavens  and  tne  earth."  The  pas-  clear  that  mankind  is  the  apex  of 

and  the  stars  which  you  have  literature  contained  in  the  ere-  God  is  the  agent  and  creation  sage  seems  to  separate  and  desig-  God's  creative  work.  The  great 

set  in  place,  what  is  man  that  ation  accounts.  Genesis  1  is  not  a  is  the  action.  This  may  seem  ele-  nate  earth  as  a  special  place  in  the  theological  truth  of  this  passage 

you  are  mindful  of  him,  the  son  textbook  or  a  scientific  manual,  mentary,  however,  a  flippant  cosmos.  I  must  admit,  as  some-  is  that  man  was  made  in  tne 

of  man  that  you  care  for  him?"  It  is  a  religious  book  with  great  understanding  of  this  fact  may  one  with  a  lifelong  interest  in  image  of  God.  Just  as  earth  is  a 

(Ps.  8:4)  theological  truths.  The  attempt  result  in  a  poor  understanding  of  astronomy  and  as  a  Star  Trek  fan,  special  place  in  the  universe. 

The  Family  Bible  Series  for  to  interpret  it  from  a  purely  the  important  theological  truths  I  was  always  intrigued  by  the  man  is  a  special  creature  in  the 

this  quarter  comes  from  the  rational  and  scientific  point  of  within.  The  universe  is  no  ran-  possibility  of  other  intelligent  life  animal  kingdom.  God  has  made 

book  of  Genesis  and  begins  view  complicates  interpretation  dom  accident,  nor  are  we  here  by  forms.  Yet,  as  I  began  to  reconsid-  an  abundantly  special  place  for 

with  a  unit  on  the  "Beginnings  and  clouds  understanding,  chance.  Each  of  us  is  a  stroke  of  er  Genesis  1:1, 1  became  increas-  an  abundantly  special  people, 

of  Humanity."  Where  better  to  What  are  some  of  these  truths?  color  on  the  canvas  of  creation.  ingly  convinced  that  earth  is  a  Arinder  is  the  pastor  of  First 

study  the  purposes  of  the  ere-  God  is  the  author  of  ere-  In  the  beginning.  Before  the  unique  place  and  that  my  Church,  Belzoni. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Abundant  provisions 

Gen.  1:1-2,  20-25,  29-31 


By  Grant  Arinder 


ation  than  in  the 
words  of  the  one  who 
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l>  A  Mrs  C.  Hal  Cleveland 
Peggy  Dean  Rouse 
Mrs.  Thelma  Vanrfonstere 
Dr  W  H.  Rouse 
(■ary  Karl  Rullell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  L.  Moore 
Gary  Russell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Womack 

Robert  M.  Russell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Kim/cy 
Maxine  Salley 
Mr  A  Mrs  Mack  Grantham 


Melissa  Sanders 

Mrs.  Paulette  McKinnon 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Sandlin 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmie  Man  ion 
Mrs.  Pat  Sasser 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Billy  Saucier 
Goss  Baptist  Church 
Kathy  Pryor  Schaffer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waiter  B.  Moore 
J.  E.  Schmitz 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mrs.  Mary  York  Sennett 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  Herbert 
Richie.  Frances  A  Grace  Defenbaugh 
Mrs.  Agnes  Shaidnaigle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Shawblosky 
Mrs.  Lynn  Morrow 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


Ms.  Jean  Titghman 

Mrs.  Jean  S.  Moss 
Mrs.  Willie  C.  Townsend 
Jerry  A  Ray  Davis 
Mrs.  Mary  Katherine  Trussed 
Mr.  A  Mrs  H  P  McCann 
Katie  Moorman  Tyler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Shelton 
Mrs.  Meddie  Lee  Valentour 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Bradford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leon  Burrage 
A.  Kent  Van  Cleave 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Whittington 
Mr.  Wesley  Vandiver 
Mrs.  Louise  S.  Hisscox 
Rev.  T.  L.  Waldon 
Ms.  Jewell  Tumage 
Glen  Wallace 
Ms.  Eva  E.  Allen 


Misty  and  Amanda,  both  8th  graders  on  the 
Farrow  Manor  campus,  won  reading  awards  at 
Independence  Junior  High  School. 


Runny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 


Mr.  F.  Norris  Mitchell 
Rome  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Agnew  Salley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Rev.  Grady  Mizell 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jesse  L.  Craft 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  W.  Emmitl  Moak 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Darrell  Robinson 
Ava  Ruth  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  H.  Cleveland 
Mrs.  Lydia  Morgan 
Milligan  Springs  BC 
Mrs.  Maude  Jernigan  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  McDonald 
Aaron  Moss.  Sr. 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Allen  W  Clark  II 
Mrs.  W  inona  Muirhead 
Dave  Cook  A  Family 
W'ayne  Cook  A  Family 
Alva  A  Ann  Cook 
Mike  Cook 
Marty  Nathanson 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ron  K.  Phillips 
Mr.  Ronnie  Earl  Nations 
Lauderdale  Cly  Baptist  Assn 
Mr.  Walter  Nelms 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  L..  Carroll 
L.  I).  Nicholson 
The  Jeff  McClendon  Family 
Mr  A  Mrs  L.  T  Wade  Jr 
L.  I).  “Nick”  Nicholson 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Cliff  Bailey 
Mrs.  June  Bowering 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Laurance  Carter 
Mrs.  Ethel  Norris 
Mrs.  June  Bowering 
Caroline  O’Brien 
Ms.  Eva  E.  Allen 


*Mrs.  Sherra  Orman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clay  English 
Mrs.  Mary  Owens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Bernice  OtheU  Parker 
Mr.  Robert  N.  Wallers 
Dorthy  Parker 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Otis  Parker 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Reggie  H.  Broom 
Joe  Perkins 
Mr.  R.  N.  Humphreys 
Marie  M.  Phillips 
Ms.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Mrs.  Alice  S.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Sam  B.  Bounds 
Lunnie  Woodard  Pinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  L.  Butler 
Mr.  S.  Rufus  Pitts 
Mrs.  Iinogene  L.  Penn 
Mr.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 

Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Carpenier 
Mrs.  Mildred  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  K.  Phillips 
Gladys  Powe 
Mr.  &  Mrs  George  Burton 
Vlrs.  Deloris  Powell 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 
The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Mr.  J.  T.  Preston 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
M.  A.  Puckett 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Mr  Wayne  Pyron 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mrs  Evelyn  C.  Cox 
Ronnie  Rainev 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  C.  Rainev 


P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

DRF.AM.  Ini'. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  S.  Pegram 
Mr.  John  McPherson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter 
Erica  Mentink 
Mrs.  Joanne  K  Bam 
J.  J.  Meyers 
Mrs.  Essie  Mae  Meyers 
J.  P.  Mills 
Belly  L.  Carpenter 
Mr.  J.  P.  “.lake”  Mills 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  O.  Crosthwait  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Bill  H  Dav  is 


lack  from  the  Farrow  Manor  campus  enjoyed 
the  day  flying  his  kite. 


Jim  Smith 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Thornton 

Kalhren  Smith 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Rhymes 

Mrv  (  lara  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs.  William  C.  Russell  Jr 
Mrs.  Marcelle  Smith 
Mrs  J  VI.  Rutledge 
Mrv  OnaFaye  Smith 
Mrs.  Bertie  Alyene  Clark 
Ralph  R.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Stanley  Downs 
Mr.  Jimmy  Spell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  E  Hcaron  Sr. 
Ashley  Spinks 
Donald  \l.  Boswell  Family 
Maurice  J.  Boswell 
Joseph  P.  Lannon  Family 
Donand  Stephenson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ted  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Billy  D.  Moon* 

Mrs.  I.eneva  M.  Stewart 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Wayne  McDonald 
Ms.  Katherine  W  Mellon 
Mr.  David  (Beni  Stienstraw 
Reagan  W.  Martin 
Larkin  Strickland 
Miss  Fay  Parker 
Mrv  Floyd  Sulser.  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  W.  W  Bailey 
Mrv  M.  L.  Summers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waller  B.  Moore 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Sinclair 
Busier  &  Christine  Sw  indoll 
Troy  A  D>ris  Carver 
Horton  Taylor 
Graehcr  Brothers.  Inc. 

Jim  Tay  lor 
Henrietta  Miller 
Mr.  Tommie  W.  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mrs.  Virginia  Moser 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mrs.  Calvin  Buller 
Mrs.  Emmett  Wilson  A  Family 
Mrv  Myrtie  Tharp 
Mrs.  Anne  G.  Tirey 
Joyce  Thomas 
Eddie  A  Lisa  Painter 
Jerry  A  Jane  Read 
Jerry  A  Sue  Read 
Ardell  Thomas 
Annie  Jean  Thonrton 
Jericho  Baptist  Church 
Jimmy  Thornhill 
Mrs.  June  Bowering 
V irginia  Evans  Thornton 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Shelton 
Margaret  O’Quinn  Tiffany 
Ms.  Roberta  T.  Mantooth 
Lawrenccville  Elementary  School 
Jamie  C.  Shew 
Beverly  Thomas 
Bobbie  Tumage 


Marjoie  Wallace 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hale  Singletary  Jr. 
.Audrey  Mae  Warwick 
Mrs.  Fema  Lee  Hutchins 
Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Weatherly 
Ms.  Anita  II.  Burt 
Mi  vs  Leslie  Lee  Webb 
Mr  A  Vlrs.  S  S.  Crocker 
Mrs.  Mary  K  Evans 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Everett  S.  Cole  Jr. 

Mr  &  Mrs  William  M.  Parker  Jr 
Mr  A  Mrs  Rhcn  W  Pierce 
Mrs.  Esta  D.  Webb 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Everett  S.  Cole  Jr. 

Mary  Wheeler 

Lauderdale  Cly  Baptist  Association 

Mr.  Y.  G.  W  hekhel 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Alton  L.  Fields 
Mr.  Earl  W  hite 
Mrs,  Jack  M.  Simmons 
Mrs.  laiverne  While 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carlton  W.  Edmondson 
Jim  Wilds 
Ms.  Doris  S.  Brock 
Marjorie  W  illiamse 
Momson  Heights  BC 
Bobbie  Jagers  W  illiams 
Dale  Bond 
Barbara  Cotn»n 
Ttmtmye  Lou  Grenn 
Tanya  Moore 
Mrs.  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mrs  John  M.  Tidwell 
Mrv  Thelma  Wilson 
Deacons.  Macedonia  BC.  Brook  haven 
Mrs.  V ester  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Luke  Roberts 
Larry  Winegarten 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  A.  Magnan 
Mr.  J.  D.  Winter 
David.  Deborah  A  Matthew  White 
Mrs.  Murray  W  inthrop 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Ivy  Gillespie 
Henrietta  Withersp«»on 
Mrs.  Irene  L.  Bnster 
Johnny  Woodall 
Beatrice  J.  Woodall 
Mrv  Alyne  Woodall 
Mrs.  Lucille  H.  Hams 
Swrayze  Woodruff 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  Browning 
Mr.  Danny  R.  Gregory 
Mrs.  Gerry  McGraw 
Keith  Wooten 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  Lowery 
Gwin  Yarber 
T.E.L.  SSC.  FBC-Pontotoc 
Arthurleen  Young 
Mrs.  Hilda  Cullen 
Mrs.  Nannie  H.  /.eigler 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Michael  Allen  A  Children 


Father  of  Carolyn  McNeel 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  L.  Peeples 
Curtis  Sanford  “Doc”  McNemar 
Ms.  Carlic  Ann  Davis 
10:00  O'Clock  Coffee  Club 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ray  L.  Moore* 


The  Parkman  family  of 
Monticello,  one  of  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village's  visiting  families, 
hosted  a  crawfish  boil  for  the  resi¬ 
dents  and  staff  of  the  Dickerson 
Place  campus  in  Brookhaven. 


The 

Parkman's 


Jenea  (left)  and  Dickerson  Place  staff  members 


Avalon  leader:  Grace  not  taken  for  granted 
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NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Michael 
Passons  had  often  sung  about  grace,  but 
somehow  had  taken  it  for  granted. 

"God  has  been  teaching  me  about  his 
grace,"  said  Passons,  the  founding  member 
of  Avalon,  1998's  Dove  winner  as  New 
Artist  of  the  Year  on  the  basis  of  their  self- 
titled  inaugural  album,  "Avalon." 

In  March  of  this  year,  the  group  received 
its  second  Dove,  when  their  'Testify  to 
Love"  was  named  best  song  in  the  pop- 
contemporary  category. 

"We  take  this  word  for  granted," 
Passons  said,  reflecting  on  grace,  part  of 
the  title  of  the  group's  second  album,  "A 
Maze  of  Grace.' 

"You  hear  it  all  your  life,  especially 
growing  up  in  church  and  hearing  the 
songs,  sermons,  and  Sunday  School 
(lessons).  But  we  really  don't  know  what 
that  word  means." 

Besides  Bible  study,  last  year  Passons 
immersed  himself  in  ''What's  So  Amazing 
About  Grace?"  an  award-winning  book  by 
Phillip  Yancey.  Taking  time  out  from  a  hec¬ 
tic  schedule  that  kept  the  group  on  the  road 
everv  weekend  in  1998,  he  listened  to  God 
speak  through  that  book  and  in  other  ways. 

For  Passons,  an  awareness  of  grace  goes 
back  a  long  way.  To  encourage  every 
teenager  who  feels  like  a  geek,  there  is 
Passons'  story.  Twenty  years  ago,  he  wasn't 
a  handsome,  versatile  singer. 

A  country  boy  who  grew  up  outside 


W 


Yazoo  City,  he  dealt  with  his  "uncool"  sta¬ 
tus  by  secluding  himself  on  the  family 
farm.  After  school,  he  often  rode  horses  or 
four-wheelers. 

"I  did  have  friends  at 
church  and  that  was  a 
saving  grace,"  he  said.  "I 
loved  hanging  out  with 
my  friends  after  church 
on  Wednesday  nights 
and  Sundays." 

His  musical  roots  are 
singing  in  the  choir  first 
at  Center  Ridge  Church 
and,  later.  First  Church 
of  Yazoo  City. 

Later, he  served  on  the 
music  staff  of  First 
Church,  Jackson,  while 
a  student  at  Baptist-affil¬ 
iated  Mississippi  College 
in.  Clinton. 

Actually,  his  vocal 
range,  mellow  tones, 
and  confident  stage  pres¬ 
ence  make  it  difficult  to 
envision  him  as  anything  but  an  extremely 
talented  musician. 

Ditto  for  his  group,  whose  "New  Artist" 
Dove  puts  them  alongside  past  winners 
like  Jars  of  Clay,  Point  of  Grace,  Take  6,  and 
4Him. 

Attend  an  Avalon  concert  and  you'll 
clap  and  sing  along  with  the  overlapping 
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vocals  and  determined  melody  line  that 
drove  their  first  six  singles  to  the  top  of  the 
Christian  music  charts. 

Passons  leads 
out  on  "Testify  to 
Love,"  which 
holds  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  the 
longest-running 
Christian  AC  song 
at  No.l,  and  the 
title  tune  to  "A 
Maze  of  Grace." 

He  doesn't  hog 
the  spotlight,  shar¬ 
ing  it  in  turn  with 
mates  Jody 

McBrayer,  Janna 
Potter,  and  Cherie 
Paliotta. 

In  just  four 
years,  the  group 
has  performed  in 
'  front  of  nearly  a 
million  people  —  a 
long  way  from 
those  awkward  days  in  Yazoo  City. 

"By  opening  doors  and  shutting  doors, 
I've  somehow  ended  up  here,"  ne  said. 
"God  is  leading." 

(Edited  and  reprinted  from  Challenge,  a 
magazine  published  by  the  North  American 
Mission  Board.) 


Passons  (top)  and  Avalon 


Youth  leaders  given  ten  ministry  commandments 


GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  — 
Allen  Jackson  believes  the 
landscape  of  youth  ministry 
has  changed  radically  in  the 
last  decade. 

Jackson,  assistant  professor 
of  youth  education  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  and  liaison 
professor  with  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  told  par¬ 
ticipants  in  Rec  Lab  at  Glorieta 
(N.M.)  Conference  Center,  "Ten 
years  ago  we  were  just  having 
fun  with  kids.  Today  we  are  in 
a  litigation-happy  society." 

While  clearly  identifying  him¬ 
self  as  neither  an  attorney  nor  a 
legal  expert,  he  told  church  recre¬ 
ation  leaders  he  reads  and  col¬ 
lects  information  about  legal 
issues  related  to  youth  ministry. 

"I  want  to  raise  the  conscious¬ 


NOODLE  WHAT?  —  Todd 
First  Baptist  Church,  Pampa, 
youth  and  activities,  Bastrop, 
games  during  a  class  at  Rec 
Conference  Center.'(BP  photo 


Blackhurst  (left),  minister  of  youth  at 
Texas,  and  Paul  Gwinn,  minister  of 
La.,  play  one  of  many  Noodlemania 
Lab,  Feb.  12-17  at  Glorieta  (N.M.) 
by  Jim  Veneman) 
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ness,"  he  said.  "Until  the  past 
two  years,  clergy  have  been  insu¬ 
lated  from  tort  (civil)  liability. 
We've  never  been  absolved  from 
abuse,  but  until  recently  court 
cases  that  targeted  ministers 
hadn't  been  successful." 

Jackson  encourages  those 
who  lead  youth  ministry  to  get 
legal  and  insurance  counsel  from 
professionals,  but  to  raise  aware¬ 
ness  he  has  developed  a  list  of 
"Ten  Commandments  for  Youth 
Ministry:" 

•  Keep  your  character  above 
reproach  in  everything. 
Character  is  the  best  defense 
against  false  accusations.  If 
one's  integrity  is  intact,  it  is  the 
best  preventive  strike  against 
litigation. 

•  Be  aware  of  "safety  sins" 
(See  box  at  right). 

•  Know  your  insurance  cov¬ 
erage  under  the  church  plan. 
Understand  "driving  out  from 
under  coverage,"  such  as  dri¬ 
ving  into  a  country  where  your 
insurance  may  not  be  valid  or 
where  laws  may  be  different, 
or  modifying  equipment, 
including  adding  a  trailer 
hitch  to  a  van. 

Note  exclusions,  such  as  no 
coverage  for  water  skiing  or 
snow  skiing.  Check  with  the 
host  organization  to  determine 
their  coverage.  Know  if  your 
coverage  is  adequate. 

•  Screen  volunteers  for  qual¬ 
ifications  and  background. 
Have  two  adults  in  supervision. 
Protect  sight  lines  by  having 
glass  doors  or  open  doors.  Have 
a  formal  screening  process.  Be 
wise  about  one-on-one  contact 
and  equip  volunteers. 

•  Make  sure  business  and 
ministry  agreements  are  in 


Ten  "Safety  Sins"  for 
youth  ministry  events 


•  Not  enough  staff  or  chap¬ 
erones.  On  trips  there  should 
be  one  adult  to  every  five  gen¬ 
der-separate  youth. 

•  Too  many  youth  in  a  vehi¬ 
cle.  Accommdaate  no  more 
people  than  seat  belts  in  the 
vehicle. 

•  No  time  to  plan  for  safety. 
Think  through  an  event. 

•  No  plan  of  action  to 
respond  to  an  emergency, 
including  callback  systems 
and  meeting  places  when  par¬ 
ticipants  become  separated 
from  the  group.  Plan  a  site  visit 


to  find  emergency  services. 

•  Students  driving. 

•  Failure  to  use  seat  belts. 

•  Lack  of  First  Aid  training 
or  supplies. 

•  Inadequate  paperwork. 

•  Allowing  a  dangerous 
activity  to  continue. 

•  Unsupervised  use  of 
equipment. 

Source:  Allen  Jackson,  assistant 
professor  of  youth  education  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  and  liaison  pro¬ 
fessor  with  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources. 


writing  (for  example,  who  is 
responsible  for  bus  drivers' 
expenses).  Handshakes  make 
good  greetings  and  bad  busi¬ 
ness.  Keep  notes  on  counseling 
situations  and  parent  meetings. 

•  Avoid  using  the  word 
"counselor."  Provide  spiritual 
advice,  but  don't  write  "counsel¬ 
ing"  on  your  calendar.  Courts 
distinguish  between  spiritual 
advice  and  counseling. 

Counselors  today  must  be  cer¬ 
tified.  Use  die  terms  "chaperone" 
or  "sponsor"  for  volunteers. 
Know  when  it  is  time  to  refer 
youth  to  a  certified  counselor. 

•  Stay  current  on  vehicle 
laws,  including  license  require¬ 
ments  and  displaying  vehicle 
identification.  Know  the  liabili¬ 
ties  in  owning  versus  charter¬ 
ing  or  renting  vehicles. 


itii  without 
forms  cannot  par- 


•  Have  firm  guidelines 
regarding  trips.  Youtl 
permission  fo 
ticipate. 

Enlist  a  lead  female  if  you 
are  a  male;  enlist  a  lead  male  if 
you  are  female.  An  advance  site 
visit  is  not  optional;  it  is  a 
requirement.  Stick  with  your 
plan.  Do  not  add  unplanned 
side  trips. 

•  Put  your  policies  in  writ¬ 
ing  ana  distribute  them. 
Provide  a  youth  ministry  man¬ 
ual  to  parents.  Host  parent 
meetings.  Have  trip  ana  disci¬ 
pline  guidelines.  Outline  non- 
negotiables  for  volunteers. 

•  Keep  up  to  date  on  evolv¬ 
ing  issues.  Have  a  yearly  insur¬ 
ance  checkup.  Know  the  law 
about  access  to  schools.  Have 
current  medical  release  forms. 
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